Prayer Guide: November 2011

Tuesday 
1 November 2011

Focus on Bible translation

Few people today realise that the first Bibles printed in English had to be printed in Germany and smuggled into England in bales of cotton from Holland! The first Bible translator, William Tyndale, was burned at the stake for the crime of translating the Bible into English. Others were burned alive for teaching their own children The Ten Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Apostles’ Creed - in English! The sacrifices these people made, and the far-reaching impact of their courageous application of the Word of God to every area of life, need to be rediscovered again by us. (Website: http://www.reformationsa.org/articles/31%20October%20is%20Reformation%20Day.htm). Give thanks to the Lord for the Bible being available in so many languages, and for the millions that are able to read and write today. Pray that God would raise more translators and that they would have the perseverance necessary to finish each work, and that Bibles would be distributed to those that need these translations. 

Focus on Christian missionaries in Turkey

One day, when a Protestant minister in the city of Izmir left his church, he saw a man pointing a weapon at him and shouting: “Stop proselytising! You will pay!” The attacker was quickly overwhelmed, but the incident on the evening of April 1st was a reminder of the hatred that some radical Turkish nationalists feel for Christian missionaries. They view Islam as the unifying force of their country that will be undermined if Christians are allowed to proselytise. Pray for the missionaries in Turkey, as they continue their efforts to make Christ’s name known and display His love. Ask the Lord to soften the hearts of those who hate these missionaries, that they may hear of Christ’s work. Pray for the safety of those who are faithfully working in Turkey to bring this message. (International Christian Concern. Website: www.persecution.org or e-mail: icc@persecution.org).  

Wednesday 
2 November 2011

Top 10 countries that persecute Christians: No.1: North Korea

This nation is under the spell of the Juche ideology and the worship of the “Great Leader.” According to the government of this land, Christians do not even have the right to exist! Despite this persecution, Christianity is growing and astonishing testimonies are coming out of North Korea. Christians have been arrested for various reasons, some have been killed, others sentenced to political camps. After the discovery of a Christian House Church in Pyungsung Province, three of its members were sentenced to death, the remaining 20 were sent to a labour camp. Please pray for Christians to remain fearless and faithful in the face of such awful persecution, and to preach the gospel with boldness wherever possible. Ask that opportunities may occur for the members of government to hear the gospel. (Website: http://www.opendoorsusa.org/).  

Focus on establishing 24/7 Houses of Prayer

Pray especially for God to favour the establishing of prayer rooms in businesses or workplaces, no matter their size or seeming influence. Ask for a breakthrough in establishing 24/7 prayer everywhere in South Africa.

Thursday 
3 November 2011

Top 10 countries that persecute Christians: No.2: Iran

In this country many church services are monitored by the secret police. Believers that are active in churches or cell groups have been arrested, questioned, beaten, and even put into jail. Individual believers are oppressed within their communities, under pressure from the authorities. There is also the risk of reprisals by Islamic extremists, especially when Christians are involved in sharing the gospel with Muslims. Despite this, the church continues to grow, numbering at least 450,000 Christians (indigenous and Assyrian/Armenian). Please pray for the safe distribution of Bibles to those in need. During the first half of 2010, hundreds of Bibles were seised by security forces and burned. Pray for those who have converted from Islam to remain faithful to Christ and not deny Him. Under judicial interpretations of Sharia law, any Muslim who leaves Islam to embrace another religion faces the death penalty. (Website: http://www.opendoorsusa.org/).  

Revival focus: How should I pray? Pray with specific requests

What do you want Me to do for you? (Lk.18:41) Even though the Lord knew what this man desired, He still asked him. When you ask the Lord for something, take time to explain your need to Him. In this way you will build your faith and your expectation of Him. When you have been specific in your prayer, you will recognise God’s answer to that prayer! Pray and expect the Lord to bless His many workers in answer to the prayers of His children. Pray more specifically for the workers in your area. The aim of intercession is to bring blessing from Above through continual, faith-filled prayer. Prayer is not wishful thinking! (Adapted from Conversation with God by dr. Andrew Murray). 

Friday 

4 November 2011

Focus on prayer: Jericho Walls International Prayer Network

Please pray today for each person working at the different offices of the Jericho Walls International Prayer Network across the country. Specifically ask for more people to come to help with the work. These would include staff working on the websites, the database, those working with finances, writing material and conducting seminars, and those answering letters, e-mails, and telephone calls; as well as those participating with us in prayer journeys. Pray that God will protect them and take care of them completely - body, soul and spirit. Specifically ask the Lord to send more people to help us with the work. Please pray for the printing and distribution process of the next issue of the Jericho Walls Daily Prayer Guide that is underway currently and due to be posted during the next 12 days. (Jericho Walls International Prayer Network. Private bag X22, Lynnwood Ridge, 0040. Tel.: 012 365 3213, fax: 086 594 0565. Website: www.jwipn.com or e-mail: info@jwipn.com).  

Focus on the Hajj: 4 to 7 November 2011

The annual pilgrimage of Muslims to Mecca, known as the Hajj, consists of several rituals which symbolise the essential doctrine of the Islamic faith, including devotion to God, brotherhood, and unity. The Hajj rituals also commemorate the trials of the prophet, Abraham, and his family. It is required of every Muslim to perform Hajj, once in his lifetime, if he is financially and physically able to. Two to three million Muslims perform this pilgrimage annually. 

(Website: http://www.ing.org/about/islampage.asp?num=14). Many are truly seeking to serve whom they believe to be ‘God’. Please pray for them to have personal encounters with the Lord Jesus as they participate in the Hajj ritual. Pray for Christians to witness openly to them as they travel to and from different countries. 

Saturday
 5 November 2011

Thanksgiving focus: Rebuilding District Six

On the 11thFebruary 1966, the apartheid government of South Africa passed the Group Areas Act, and within 14 years homes on a 40 hectare piece of land, known as District Six, were razed to the ground and its peoples removed. Forty-five years later, to the day, keys for 44 homes were handed back to (mostly original) inhabitants of District Six, as our current government endeavours to restore what was forcibly removed. (Website: http://news.iafrica.com/features/706685.html). Pray that our government, which made bold promises earlier in the year, will deliver the hundreds of new houses they promised to build within three years. Give thanks to the Lord for many answered prayers already in this respect, and ask that true restoration and healing would take place in the hearts of many during this process. Pray especially for Christians to reach out and proclaim Christ and His love to those who were displaced in District Six.

Sunday
 6 November 2011

Revival focus: How should I pray? Pray in Jesus’ Name

And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do. If you ask anything in My name, I will do [it] (John 14:13.14). Ask in the Name of your God, who delivers and who sits upon the throne. Remind Him of His promises, for which He shed His Blood, that sin may be eradicated in those who put their trust in Him. Pray that His Holy Spirit would convict people of their sins - this is a prayer close to His heart. Pray, in Jesus’ Name, believing that He is willing and able to do that for which you ask, and watch to see him perform it! Pray that the church would be blessed and would in turn be a blessing to the world. (Adapted from Conversation with God by dr. Andrew Murray). 

Orphan Sunday: Believers called to action on behalf of orphans

According to the United Nations there are 210 million orphans around the world. November the 6th is Orphan Sunday and coincides with the start of the National Adoption Month. Although the number of orphaned children is staggering, and their need seems insurmountable, participants are encouraged to do whatever they can to affect one life. (Website: http://www.mnnonline.org/article/14843).  Today, lift up in prayer every orphan around the world. Ask that each one would find shelter, receive care, hear the gospel and know and choose Jesus Christ. Ask the Lord who is the Father to the orphan to raise workers to this harvest field. 

Monday 
7 November 2011

Salvation focus: Aquarium personnel

There are quite a few aquariums across our country. Personnel employed in them perform various different jobs, such as feeding the fish and sea creatures, cleaning the tanks and premises; or they may be administrators or managers. Please pray for each one to come to know the Lord Jesus Christ personally. Pray that they might realise the strategic position they are in to testify for Christ. Also for those who visit these sites daily, to personally encounter Jesus.

Tuesday 
8 November 2011

Top 10 countries that persecute Christians: No.3: Afghanistan

The Afghan government has intensified the persecution of believers who have a Muslim background. Only a very small minority of this country’s population is Christian. Afghan believers are not accepted by the predominantly Muslim society, and legislation is not clear about their religious rights, if any. Afghan Christians continue to suffer persecution, and even violence, sometimes at the hands of their very own family members. A unique situation now exists in the history of this country, e.g. the public debate as to whether Afghans may be Christian and what their rights would be. (Website: http://www.opendoorsusa.org/). Pray for God to have compassion on the church in Afghanistan. Please pray earnestly for those who are persecuted for their faith. Pray that they would remain faithful, grow spiritually and have opportunities to testify of God’s love, especially to their Muslim countrymen. 

Focus on the 4 to 14 Window

There are nearly two billion children in the world today, 1/3rd of the world’s population. An additional 26% are young people aged between 15 and 29. Pray today, for breakthroughs in provision for the more than 91 million children under the age of five suffering from debilitating hunger; and for the five million children that have been orphaned as a result of AIDS. No fewer than 300,000 children, some as young as ten years of age, are ‘child soldiers’ in armed conflicts around the world. (Website: http://www.satsonline.org/content/4-14-window-church-has-missed-it-2000-years). Pray to the Lord of the harvest, to raise workers to minister to these children, in every nation, tongue and language. Ask for the Holy Spirit to touch the hearts of millions that they might say ‘Yes!’ to Christ and become preachers of the gospel themselves.

Wednesday 
9 November 2011

Top 10 countries that persecute Christians: No.4: Saudi Arabia

Most Christians in Saudi Arabia are expatriates living and working temporarily in the country. The majority are from the Philippines. Religious freedom does not exist in this heartland of Islam, where citisens must adhere to Islam. The legal system in Saudi Arabia is based on Islamic law or Sharia. (Website: http://www.opendoorsusa.org/). No protection, legal or otherwise, is provided for non-Muslim residents. Pray for Christians to have opportunities to testify and preach the gospel to others, even secret police force members or members of government. Pray that they would remain faithful, bold and fearless, despite their circumstances. 

Focus on establishing 24/7 Houses of Prayer

Pray for the 24/7 watches that have been established, especially those in townships across the country over the last 24 months. Ask for God’s grace to be upon them, in order that they may grow in number and stature. Pray for unity amongst the intercessors. Ask God to raise prayer warriors who will intercede for reconciliation, especially reconciliation between church- and denominational leaders. Pray that these leaders will reach across the divide and pray with one another.

Thursday 
10 November 2011

Top 10 countries that persecute Christians: No.5: Somalia

The situation for Christians in Somalia has worsened seriously in recent months. Eight Christians have been martyred. The Islamist Al-Sahbaab party controls 90% of Southern Somalia, and this entire region is not stable. Meanwhile, the Transitional Government is restricted to a small part of the capital. The authoritarian Al-Shabaab is enforcing a harsh interpretation of Sharia law in territories it controls, and is working towards eradicating Christianity entirely from the country. (Website: http://www.opendoorsusa.org/). 

Please lift up in prayer all believers in Somalia, asking for their protection, and spiritual growth, and that God would provide opportunities for them to preach the gospel, despite their harsh circumstances. Cry out for God’s love to win over the hearts of hardened Muslims.

Revival focus: What must I pray for? Pray for an outpouring of God’s Spirit on missionary work

Spreading the gospel worldwide depends, primarily, on the revival of prayer. Deeper than the need for workers, is the necessity to rediscover the forgotten secret of triumphant, global prayer. As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said: ‘Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. ‘Then, having fasted and prayed and laid hands on them, they sent [them] away (Acts 13:2-4). Pray that we will always wait upon the Lord when doing missionary work. We must hearken to the voice of the Holy Spirit, and fast and pray before going out into the world. Pray that the church’s involvement in missionary work would always be in the power of the Holy Spirit, and in prayer. A Spirit-filled, praying church will be in a position to send out Spirit-filled missionaries, sustained by the power of their prayers. (Adapted from Conversation with God by dr. Andrew Murray). 

Friday 

11 November 2011

Focus on the economy, business and labour

When labour unrest breaks out in any form, it usually results from one party not truly understanding or even sometimes not acknowledging the challenges the other party faces. In order to break down mistrust between parties, ask for an outpouring of God’s wisdom on management and workers, alike; and for them to be willing to create and engage in open forms of communication.

Focus on evangelism in Bolivia

In Bolivia, a group of missionaries ventured to a remote village to show the JESUS Story. Similar trips in the past have had varying success. After travelling for five hours, they found a school, but only seven houses. Amazingly, over 60 people arrived to watch the JESUS Story. Forty individuals surrendered their lives to Christ, asking, “Why hasn’t anyone come and told us this before?” Praise God for these new followers of Christ! (Website: http://www.mnnonline.org/article/15621). Please pray for these new believers to grow spiritually and to share the gospel with others.

Saturday 
12 November 2011

Focus on power supply: Accelerating the Renewable Energy Programme

South Africa will accelerate its Renewable Energy Programme to meet its set target of producing 10,000GW hours by 2013. Currently, approximately 90% of the country’s electricity is produced in coal-fired power stations. Private producers and industry have long maintained that they could supply 1, 000’s of megawatts, but have been blocked in doing so by a lack of ‘power-purchase’ deals. South Africa has cut proposed subsidies for renewable energy after revising debt estimates and inflation, a move likely to hurt green energy investment. (Website: http://www.esi-africa.com/node/12659). Please pray into this situation urgently, asking for irregularities to be removed, for processes to be streamlined, and for a breakthrough to come rapidly.

International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church (IDOP)

Open Doors works with the world’s most oppressive countries, strengthening Christians to stand strong in the face of persecution and equipping them to shine Christ’s light in these dark places. The greatest challenge to Christians living under tyranny and oppression is isolation - from God’s Word and from the body of Christ. When persecuted Christians are strengthened in the Lord, they begin to demonstrate God’s forgiveness and reach out in love, even to their oppressors.

This month we will focus in prayer for countries where Christians are persecuted the most. The World Watch List (WWL) is a ranking of 50 countries where persecution of Christians for religious reasons is the worst. The list covers persecution of Christians of all denominations in the entire country. The focus is on their persecution for their faith, not persecution for political, economic, social, ethnic or accidental reasons. Would you join us in lifting up in prayer our persecuted brothers and sisters this month? Take a moment to pray for them at prayer meetings and Bible study meetings etc. For more information, visit: http://www.opendoors.org.za/ 

Sunday 
13 November 2011

Revival focus: How should I pray? Pray, trusting in God’s faithfulness

For He who promised [is] faithful. Because He judged Him faithful who had promised (Heb.10:23; 11:11). Consider God’s promises to His Son regarding The Kingdom. Consider, also, His promise to the Gentiles. Don’t forget His promises to His servants concerning their work, and His promise to you, concerning your prayers: He who calls you [is] faithful, who also will do [it] (1 Thess.5:24). Pray in the belief that God is trustworthy and waiting for our prayers of faith, so that He can fulfil His promises to us. Identify yourself with individual missionaries and pray until you know that your prayer has been heard. Make a conscious decision to start living for God’s kingdom today! Realise that this is the only truly worthwhile way to live. (Adapted from Conversation with God by dr. Andrew Murray). 

Focus on the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church (IDOP)

IDOP is a global day of intercession for the persecuted Church worldwide, with its primary focus being on intercessory prayer for persecuted communities. Salvation for oppressors and a change in policy for the nations that promote persecution are also prayed for. God invites us to present our requests to Him, and tells us ‘to pray without ceasing’. Persecuted Christians often plead for prayer to help them endure. The most we can do is the least we can do: Pray! (Website: http://nationaldayofprayer.org/news/events/. Be sure to pray for the Persecuted Church in your congregation today. Visit www.idop.org for more information).

Monday 
14 November 2011

Salvation focus: Travel agents

Every day travel agents help thousands of people to travel to destinations of their choice. Often they encounter difficult customers and have to deal with many challenges such as cancelled flights, for example. Please pray for their salvation, and that they will have gentle hearts and much patience in their work. For agents who know the Lord, pray for their Christian witness to touch the lives of many of their customers as they spend time with them in informal conversation. For travellers, pray that they would witness Christ to those who still need Him in their lives, realising their important opportunity in travelling.

Tuesday 
15 November 2011

Top 10 countries that persecute Christians: No.6: Maldives

In the archipelago of the Maldives, Islam is the official state religion and all citisens must practise it. Legislation forbids the practise of any religion except Islam, and persecution of Christians is systematic. The government of this country regards itself as the protector and defender of Islam: churches are forbidden, the importing of Christian material is prohibited the discrimination of non-Muslims is total, social control stretches far and wide, and most agree to the prohibition of any religion other than Islam. There are only a handful of indigenous believers in this country (one of the least evangelised on earth), who practise their faith individually and in extreme secrecy for fear of being discovered. (Website: http://www.opendoorsusa.org/). Please persevere in prayer for a powerful breakthrough for the gospel of Jesus Christ in this nation. Ask for resistance to it to be broken down and for key Muslim leaders to turn to the Lord.

Focus on tsunami-hit Japan

Just the first tsunami, alone, that devastated Japan on March 11th, left over 27,000 dead. Japanese missionaries describe as ‘essential’ the emergency aid they have been receiving for victims. Only about 1.5% of Japan’s 126 million people are believers, which makes them the second largest unreached people group in the world. (NewsBytes. E-mail: newsbytes@yahoogroups.com. South African missionaries: Theo & Marlene Badenhorst: e-mail: theomarlene@gmail.com). Please pray that alongside the relief work, Christians will actively preach Jesus Christ to the Japanese people as the Way, the Truth and Life. Ask for many doors to open and for Christ to be revealed to them in their own language.

Wednesday 
16 November 2011

Top 10 countries that persecute Christians: No.7: Yemen

The Yemeni Constitution declares Islam to be the state religion and Sharia law, the only source of all legislation. The proselytising of Muslims is prohibited in Yemen. There are many Christian foreigners living in Yemen, and as long as they refrain from evangelising, the Yemeni government does not intervene when they practise their faith. However, Yemeni citisens, themselves, are not allowed to convert to Christianity (or any other religion). Those who do, face the death penalty if their new faith is discovered. In the north of the country no church buildings are allowed. (Website: http://www.opendoorsusa.org/). Cry out to the Lord on behalf of Christians in Yemen. Pray that more Yemeni’s would come to faith in Christ, and testify of His love for them.

Focus on the 151st anniversary of Indian people in South Africa

South Africans of Indian origin comprise a heterogeneous mix of different origins, languages, and religious beliefs. The first Indians arrived in South Africa 1684, during the Dutch colonial era. This community of Indians came to South Africa as workers, however, their working conditions fell outside the conventional definition of workers, and they were re-classified by the Dutch as ‘slaves’. (Source: Public domain). The Dutch did not think it fitting for them to be Christians whilst being slaves, and sadly many took on other religions. Please pray that these wrongs will be corrected and that many Indians will come to know the love of Jesus Christ. Pray for the Lord of the harvest to raise workers specifically to minister to the Indian people.

Thursday 
17 November 2011

Top 10 countries that persecute Christians: No.8: Iraq

This last year has seen a dramatic shift in Iraq’s position on the World Watch List (WWL) from position 17 to position 8! This shift is attributable to the high number of incidents of violence against Christians, which resulted in injury and even death. Only about 334,000 Christians remain in Iraq - less than half of the number counted in 1991. The recent violence has caused hundreds of thousands of Iraqi’s, both Muslim and Christian, to leave the country. (Website: http://www.opendoorsusa.org/). Pray for the Christians that remain to remain strong in their faith, and to continue to witness for Christ. Please pray for breakthroughs in Iraq, and for Christians to return to this country soon.

Revival focus: How should I pray? Pray peacefully, take your time

But I [give myself to] prayer (Ps.109:4). But we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word (Acts 6:4). Do not speak rashly (Eccl.5:1). [And] continued all night in prayer to God (Lk.6:12). The amount of time we spend on something is an indication of how valuable we esteem it to be. We must spend time with God to experience His presence. We must wait upon the Lord for Him to reveal Himself to us. Focus and sense from the Holy Spirit the needs for which you must intercede. Pray until you know God has heard you. Allocate time for prayer, and ask for God’s blessing on the missionary work of the church. (Adapted from Conversation with God by dr. Andrew Murray). 

Friday 

18 November 2011

Focus on media: The Association of Christian Broadcasters (ACB)

Give thanks to the Lord for favouring Christian broadcast in South Africa over the years, and for breakthroughs in recent years. Continue to pray for the ACB in their efforts to promote Christian broadcasting. Ask the Lord to raise many new Christian radio stations in secondary towns and rural areas around South Africa. (Association of Christian Broadcasters (ACB). Website: www.acb.org.za or e-mail: info@acb.org.za).  

Focus on Bible Translation: More workers needed

Producing a good translation of the Bible requires the work of a team of people with varied skills as well as a commitment to teamwork. A typical project team includes: Language analysis workers; Translation Advisors (those who train, advise and provide consultation on linguistic and exegetical issues); Translators (those who actually draft materials into the mother tongue); Translation Reviewers (mother tongue speakers of the language who ensure that the resulting translation is clear and natural); and Translation Consultants (those more experienced in translating and advising who are able to provide help to a number of translation teams, as well as monitor translation quality, approve translations for publication and give advice on publication options). (Wycliffe Prayer Focus Bulletin. Website: www.wycliffe.net or e-mail: Personnel_Southafrica@wycliffe.org). Take time this week to pray for each component of the translation team, as set out above, to be present. Make a note of this prayer point in your Bible, and tell others to pray for this on a regular basis.

Saturday 
19 November 2011

Focus on Heartlines initiative

Praise the Lord for the launch of a new social networking platform, similar to Facebook, called ‘forgood! Pray for churches and Christian ministries to become involved in using this platform to mobilise people into taking action for good in their communities, living out godly values and sharing the gift of everlasting life found in Christ. (Caroline Mändlein (Thomas). Tel.: 011 771 2540. Websites: www.heartlines.org.za or www.forgood.co.za or e-mail: caroline@heartlines.org.za).  

Sunday 
20 November 2011

Revival focus: What must I pray for? Pray for the future church

(That the children) may not be like their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation, a generation that did not set its heart aright, and whose spirit was not faithful to God (Ps.78:8). I will pour My Spirit on your descendants and My blessing on your offspring (Isa.44:3). Pray for the up-and-coming generation: young men, women and children. Pray for all the organisations that are helping to prepare them spiritually. Ask that Jesus would be glorified in these organisations, in their meetings, as well as in homes and schools. Pray for the youth in your area. (Adapted from Conversation with God by dr. Andrew Murray). 

Monday 
21 November 2011

Salvation focus: Tour guides

Tourism is one of South Africa’s main Industries. Tour guides can be away from home for long stretches of time. Pray for their protection from temptation, especially with regard to extra-marital relationships, as their tours will necessarily take them to the same towns on a regular basis. Ask for them to be open to the witness of Christian tourists. For those tour guides who are Christian, ask that they would witness God’s love to the tourists they conduct. Ask the Holy Spirit to make them receptive to the gospel.

Tuesday 
22 November 2011

Top 10 countries that persecute Christians: No.9: Uzbekistan

In every town in Uzbekistan Christians are experiencing more pressure now than in the past. Very few new church registrations have been issued, and indeed many churches have lost their registration, some even their buildings. There is regular, negative exposure regarding Christians on TV, and local authorities and court officials have adopted a hostile disposition towards Christians in the country. (Website: http://www.opendoorsusa.org/). Pray for Muslims to hear Christian broadcasts explaining the gospel of Christ. Pray for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of Muslims, revealing Jesus Christ to each one of their hearts individually.

Focus on the Sexpo in Cape Town

At the time of print, no information confirming that the Sexpo would take place in Cape Town this year had been published. In the event that the exhibition is however being organised without the public’s knowledge, please pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal to those responsible the truth of Jesus Christ. In particular, pray for those who are addicted to pornography to hear of the love Christ has for them.

Wednesday
 23 November 2011

Top 10 countries that persecute Christians: No.10: Laos

The government’s attitude towards Christians in Laos is a very negative and restrictive one and the church is restricted severely. All believers are under strict surveillance. Locals who have converted to Christianity, and renounce the worship of evil spirits come under great societal pressure. Thousands of Christian refugees have fled to Thailand. Praise the Lord that in spite of the high level of persecution in Laos, the church seems to be growing! Pray for God’s favour to rest upon believers to preach the gospel. (Website: http://www.opendoorsusa.org/). 

Focus on establishing 24/7 Houses of Prayer

Pray for Christian leaders to reconsider their strategy for spreading the gospel and to add more prayer and fasting to their daily schedules. Ask that they experience revival in their own relationship with the Lord, and for their minds to be renewed. Also that they will encourge church members to be part of a house of prayer for the nations. Ask that a return to the simplicity of the Cross and the love of God would be heard in their preaching.

Thursday
 24 November 2011

Focus on Bible translation: A fundamental tool for evangelism and church planting

Bible translation helps to ensure that the gospel message is not corrupted or lost. It ensures that the teachings of Jesus and His apostles are passed on from one generation to another and from one culture to another. It also equips new and old believers with accurate teachings of Jesus that can be put into practise in all areas of life. Knowing the full truth is necessary for obeying and living that truth. Scripture is also a critical component of evangelism, church planting and spiritual growth at church/community level. (Wycliffe Prayer Focus Bulletin. Website: www.wycliffe.net or e-mail: Personnel_Southafrica@wycliffe.org).  Please pray for the translation of the Bible into each language as yet outstanding. Ask that believers would come to know the Word of God, grow spiritually and expand God’s Kingdom.

Revival focus: What must I pray for? Pray for God’s Spirit to be poured out on missionaries

Not only do we need more missionaries, we need God’s Spirit to be poured out on each one as He sends them out to do His work. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth (Acts 1:8). God always equips His servants with what they need for the work He has called them to. Reflect on the importance of missionary work and think of the challenges involved in driving Satan from his domain. Pray for each missionary to be filled with the Holy Spirit and to do his work in the power of the Holy Spirit. Think of all the challenges your missionaries face and intercede earnestly for them. (Adapted from Conversation with God by dr. Andrew Murray). 

16 Days of Activism 

Against Violence in families: 25 Nov - 10 Dec 2011

The 16 Days of Activism for No Violence Against Women and Children campaign challenges South Africans to declare a truce on violence against women and children and ultimately to make the truce a permanent one. Around the country, South Africans are being called to combat violence against women and children. For the 11th year, South Africa is taking part in the global initiative which runs from 25th November (International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women) to 10th December (International Human Rights Day). (Website: http://www.info.gov.za/events/2011/16days.htm). 

In most cases patterns of abuse can be traced back to unresolved issues from either the abuser’s near or distant past. Often when the root causes of conflict are confronted, issues can be resolved relatively peacefully in the heart and mind of the abuser. From this point on the outward expression of physical anger, often in the form of emotional-, physical- or sexual-abuse, can be addressed until complete healing takes place and negative behaviour patterns broken over a period of time. During the next 16 days, our focus will be on clarifying some basic differences between confrontation, conflict, and disputes. This will help us to recognise things that we need to submit to the Lord in prayer in our own lives, as well as the lives of those around us. Please join with us in prayer for thousands to be set free by the truth and love of Jesus Christ and for them to live abundant lives. (Different sources and resources were used in this series and specifically that of June Hunt, Biblical Counseling Keys).

Friday 

25 November 2011

Focus on 16 Days of Activism Against Violence in families

What is conflict?

Conflict is a state of open, often prolonged fighting. It is a state of disharmony between incompatible or hostile persons, ideas, or interests. Each of us, at one time or another, will experience a conflict situation. It might arise from a difference in view, for example, on matters of integrity or one’s values. Take some time to quiet your heart and to be honest before the Lord. Are there times that you might have (knowingly or unknowingly) provoked a situation and thus caused unnecessary conflict, conflict that may still be unresolved? It is not a question of your being right or wrong – instead, the question is, could you have conducted yourself differently, portraying more Christ-likeness? Ask Jesus to show you the truth of this matter, and help you resolve any conflict situations in your life.

Focus on the prison ministry in South Africa

Mid-week Bible Study Evangelism classes in 9 regional Boland prisons, conducted by volunteers working with Wellington’s Andrew Murray Centre, has now entered its 13thyear! Give thanks to the Lord for each of the 300+ men and youths in prison that partake in these activities every week. Pray for volunteers to continue in this task, and for offenders to respond to the love of Christ. (Andrew Murray Centre. Tel.: 021 873 4380, cell: 071 338 0550. E-mail: bliss.david.deborah@gmail.com). This ministry has desperate need of 2nd hand Bibles in English, Afrikaans and new Xhosa, please contact them if you can assist in this regard.

Saturday 
26 November 2011

Focus on 16 Days of Activism Against Violence in families

Types of conflict (1)

To understand abuse, it is important to determine the origin(s) of the conflict which is now evident in the outward abuse. Conflict usually originates in 4 specific areas. Tracing abuse to its origin does not make it right, but it does add insight in how we can address it in practical ways. Prayer must be foundational to our address of the abuse.

(1) Intra-personal conflict: This refers to a struggle within oneself in deciding between two or more choices (Esther 4:11). A person who struggles with this type of conflict will be angry at themselves most of the time. They may even hurt or wound themselves in expressing this anger. Forgiveness of themselves and an embracing of themselves is crucial.

Pray for individuals suffering in this way. Pray that they will come to a clear understanding of the love God has for them personally. Ask that they be open to receive the help they need to change this pattern in their lives. Pray that those around them would be patient with them, and show them unconditional love.

Sunday 
27 November 2011
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Types of conflict (2)

(2) Inter-personal conflict: This refers to a clash of ideas/interests between two or more people (Esther 3:5) as opposed to (3) Intra-organisational conflict that refers to a competitive or opposing action within a group (defined as a family, department, church, political party, state, or nation) (Esther 7:7, 10). (4)The last type of conflict is Inter-organisational conflict: a battle or opposing action between two or more of the above-mentioned groups (Esther 3:13). 

Today, lift up in prayer leaders who face these types of conflict within their spheres of influence. Specifically pray for resolution of conflict between employers and employees. Ask for the grace and mercy of Christ to touch hearts so that people will set the interests of others above their own.

Revival focus: How should I pray? Pray with your whole heart

May the Lord fulfil all your petitions (Ps.20:5). You have given him his heart’s desire (Ps.21:2). I cry out with [my] whole heart; hear me, o Lord! (Ps.119:145). God is real and He listens to each request we make with His whole heart. Each time that we pray, the Eternal One is listening. In return He desires that we pray to Him whole-heartedly. Christ surrendered Himself up to God on behalf of man, and in this way every need of man has been covered in His intercession on our behalf. When we seek God with our whole hearts, we will also pray to Him whole-heartedly, as Christ did for us. Pray for young people with all your heart. (Adapted from Conversation with God by dr. Andrew Murray). 

Some guidelines in conflict resolution

Who? Who is involved in the conflict? Name those presently involved in the conflict. List those who could be involved to bring about a solution.

What? What is your goal? Put into writing what you want to see happen. Be clear - is this a onetime goal or a long-term goal?

Why? Why do you want to do it? List your reasons for taking action. List what is likely to happen if you do not take action.

Where? Where will it happen? Think of where the conflict could be resolved. Evaluate whether it could happen at another place.

When? When do you want it done? Establish a timeline from beginning to end. List your short-term, measurable goals.

How? How do you want it done? List the policies and procedures that need to be in place. List the guidelines needed to accomplish the goal.

Monday 
28 November 2011
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What do attackers look like?

Each individual learns to develop a style of handling conflict at an early age. Our individual ‘fighting’ style may develop from our instinct, our personality, or from early family dynamics. Many of us today are unable to defuse conflict because we repeat childhood patterns of either attacking or avoiding. The problem with both of these styles is that neither strategy appropriates the grace available to a child of God (Heb.12:15). Take time to contemplate the following statements. Take time to contemplate the statements below. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you areas in your own life where you attack others. Confess these instances before God and ask Him to help you to change your ways and to live more like Jesus.

Attackers: Outwardly aggressive: (1) Dictators: A dictator can be described as a person granted absolute power, holds complete control. He/she seeks to control everyone and everything. He/she judges the actions and motives of others, and refuses to listen to opposing opinions with an open mind. The dictator uses criticism to cut people down, and frequently engages in power plays. (2) Backbiters: A ‘backbiter’ is a person who says mean or spiteful things behind another’s back. This person criticises and demeans others. Oftentimes, they originate false rumours. They present themselves as innocent, and gather allies to themselves. (3) Faultfinders: This person is disposed to find fault with others and is critical of them. They are petty and nagging, registering repetitive complaints and negative statements. They tend to blame others and entice them into disagreements. They enjoy the misery of others.

Tuesday 
29 November 2011
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The unmet needs that drive attackers

Continue to open your heart before the Lord. Take time again today to contemplate the statements that follow. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you areas in your own life where you need healing and victory. Confess these instances before Him and ask for His help to change your life to live more like Jesus. 

Attackers feel insignificant: (1) Dictators need to feel powerful. Children who have grown up feeling insignificant typically become driven by the need to feel significant. This can result in aggressive tactics that overpower others. These power driven people can become fiercely competitive in order to feel like ‘winners’. They become dictatorial in order to feel powerful and thereby fulfil their need to feel significant. (2) Backbiters need to feel superior. Children who grow up regularly being belittled may become driven by the need to overcome such feelings of inferiority. In order to achieve this they may spread poisonous rumours, and thereby fulfil their need to feel accepted. (3) Faultfinders need to feel valued. Children who grow up being told that they are ‘to be seen but not heard’ or whose opinions and/or feelings have been discounted, typically become driven by the need to be ‘heard’. When a person doesn’t feel valued they may develop a negative attitude and make constant complaints as a way being ‘heard’, in their attempt to be understood.

Wednesday 
30 November 2011
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Some faulty accusations about attackers 

Words often hurts deeper than physical abuse. When physical abuse stop, the pain and humiliation of words remain. Below are some accusations that you, yourself may have said or received, or may have heard others say or receive. Take time to reflect, asking God to help you to be completely honest before Him. Confess that which He convicts you of. Ask Him to help you forgive those who may have said these words to you and to help you to have a gentle heart towards them.

Accusations of attackers: (1) You’ll never change! (2) You are always against me! (3) You will reject me…it’s just a matter of time! (4) You can never be trusted! (5) You’ve failed too often…You are a failure! (6) You are hopeless! There’s no hope for you. (7) It’s your fault if this relationship fails!

Focus on establishing 24/7 Houses of Prayer

Pray for the protection of the watchmen taking up their positions in prayer across the country. Ask for those who oppose prayer to have a personal revelation of the power and love of Jesus Christ. Ask that their hearts of stone become soft towards the work of God. Pray for more watchmen to take up positions of prayer across the country.

Thursday
 1 December 2011

HIV/AIDS focus: National AIDS Helpline

The National AIDS Helpline provides a confidential, anonymous 24-hour toll-free telephone counselling, information and referral service for those infected and affected by HIV and AIDS. Manned by trained lay-counsellors, they receive an average of 3,000 calls per day, and it is seen as a leading telephone counselling service within the Southern African Development Community (SADC) region. (National AIDS Helpline (0800-012-322). Website: http://www.aidshelpline.org.za/default.aspx?link=site_home). Give thanks to the Lord for answering prayer in this way. Please pray for counsellors, to be able to also present Christ as answer to their callers’ problems.
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Some faulty expectations of attackers

Unmet expectations can create a lot of tension in any relationship. The following are some of the expectations you may have found you have towards others, or someone towards you. Take some time to reflect on the following and ask God to help you to be completely honest before Him. Confess those things you are guilty of. Ask the Lord to help you forgive others who might have used these words towards you. Pray for breakthroughs for those you know who are facing these expectations from another.

Faulty expectations from attackers: (1) You (referring to the other person) should not create such conflict in our relationship. (2) You will always see things my way if you truly love me. (3) You will always do things my way if you are loyal to me. (4) You must never get angry with me because I will not be able to handle it. (5) You must look only to me to meet all of your needs. (6) You are to look only to me to make you happy. (7) You will always need me to make you secure.

God’s heart about conflict

•
Conflicts can be used to accomplish God’s purpose. (Only after becoming queen was Esther able to save the Jewish nation. Rom.8:28).

•
Conflicts cannot always be avoided. (Esther and the Jewish people could not escape Haman’s threats. John 16:33).

•
Conflicts are not necessarily bad. If handled well, they can provide opportunities for role-modelling. (For centuries Esther has been, and continues to be, a role-model of how to appeal to a higher authority. Prov.27:17).

•
Conflicts require action toward peace. (Esther had to take action in order to save her people. Rom.14:19).

•
Conflicts require advance preparation and planning. (Esther meticulously planned two royal dinners, the timing of her petition, and her very words. 1 Pet.1:13).

•
Conflicts can be settled through negotiation. (Esther graciously negotiated with the king. Prov.19:20).

Friday

 2 December 2011
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What do avoiders look like?

Each person begins to develop a style of handling conflict at an early age. Our personal ways of “fighting” come from our natural instinct, personality, and early family dynamics. Many of us are unable to defuse conflict because we are repeating the extreme patterns of childhood, either attacking or avoiding. The problem with both of these styles is that neither strategy appropriates the grace that is available to a child of God (Heb.12:15). Take time to contemplate the following statements. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you areas in your own life where you retreat. Confess these instances before Him and ask for His help to change your ways to live life like Jesus Christ.

Avoiders: Inwardly passive: (1) Retreater: A person who withdraws from what is difficult, dangerous, or disagreeable. Plays dumb. Gives one-word answers. Withdraws. Seeks secrecy. Makes you feel guilty for asking questions. (2) Obliger: A person who is bound in some way to another or is in someone’s debt for a favour or service. Avoids making decisions. Acts innocent. Appears nice and agreeable. Recoils from making a commitment. Downplays differences. (3) Twister: A person who perverts meanings, squirms, is devious, and uses gimmicks. Uses clever defensives. Sidesteps the issue. Twists and bends the truth. Blames others. Avoids “I” statements.

