Prayer guide: October

Saturday 
1 October 2011

Focus on farm workers

Praise God for the many lives that have been changed through There is Hope Ministry, especially the Unique Wellness Program (that focuses on the upliftment of farm workers through a programme of ‘living godly values’), and the Internet Ministry (mentoring farm workers via e-mail). Please pray that these programmes will continue to grow and impact many more lives, and that Jesus Christ, the ‘hope of glory’, will be revealed to them in a simple way. (There is Hope Ministries. Tel.: 028 271 5124. Websites: www.hope365.co.za or www.knowinggod.co.za and e-mail: hope@hope365.co.za). 

Sunday 
2 October 2011

Revival focus: What must I pray for? Pray for God’s children to be free from the ‘world’

Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me. I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world (John 17: 11, 15-16). Jesus prayed three things for His disciples the night before He was handed over: (1) That they would be protected in a way that testified that they were not of this world, (2) that they would be sanctified, and (3) that they would be united in love. The best you can do is to pray as Jesus prayed! Pray believers would remain separate from the world, and pray that through the Holy Spirit, they would live lives that are untouched by this world. (Adapted from Conversation with God by dr. Andrew Murray). 

Focus on International Life Chain Sunday

On this day, Christians worldwide observe International Life Chain Sunday by taking a public stand for the ‘right to life’ of pre-born babies. (Website: http://www.lifechain.net). Pray that pregnant women will reconsider their decision to have an abortion and understand that they do not have the right to decide on life and death. Let us continue to pray that laws supporting ‘abortion on demand’ will be changed once more in South Africa.

Focus on Day of Prayer for the Peace of Jerusalem

The Day of Prayer for the Peace of Jerusalem is held on the first Sunday of every October in over 72 nations, with a call for sustained, fervent, informed and global intercession for the plans and purposes of God for Jerusalem and all her people. Scripture calls on us to pray for the peace of Jerusalem. (Website: www.daytopray.com). Though we regularly pray for Israel, today believers around the world unite in prayer, asking God for breakthroughs concerning strife, war, disputes and conflict. Pray, also that Jewish people will recognise Jesus Christ as their Saviour and the Messiah and commit their lives to Him.

Monday 
3 October 2011

Salvation focus: Head girls and boys

The appointment of new prefects, and head girls and boys always brings a lot of tension in the hearts of young people. They can face a lot of criticism, rejection and even unfair accusations that negatively influences their popularity and questions their integrity. Please pray for young people in schools, that they will fix their eyes on Jesus at this time. Ask that many learners will follow Jesus Christ as Head of their lives, and be examples of His love to their peers. Pray for them especially to remain on fire for the Lord after leaving school.

Focus on Watchman’s School of Prayer: 3-7 October 2011

The training and equipping of those who seek God’s face for their towns and cities will start today. Please pray for God to anoint many to have His will and mind; and to ignite their hearts with renewed hope and faith, and with perseverance to complete the assignment He has for them. Ask that they will have a good understanding of the spiritual atmosphere in their areas, clear minds to hear God’s voice, and favour to do what He requires of them. (Website: www.jwipn.com E-mail: cape@jwipn.com).  

Focus on religion: The Occult and Satanism

The months of September and October are marked by numerous activities, especially by those who practise Satanism, or who are involved in the occult. At this time we will focus on prayer for the salvation of those involved in Satanism. It is not the will of the Father that anyone should perish (2 Pet.3:9), but that all should come to the saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. Our heart’s cry to the Lord should be that each and every individual involved in any form of occultism will have a personal encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ and surrender their lives to His Sovereignty.

Tuesday 
4 October 2011

Focus on religion: The Occult and Satanism

CHRISTIANITY: Origins: Christianity began in about AD 30-33 in the Judean province of Palestine (known today as Israel) which was, at the time, part of the Roman Empire. Followers of Jesus Christ first became known as Christians (literally ‘little Christs’) in the city of Antioch (Acts 11:26). Jesus Christ was Himself a Jew, thus Christianity is a continuation of Judaism. The Jewish people were awaiting a Messiah (an Anointed One), but did not believe that Jesus Christ was ‘The Messiah’, and are still looking forward to the coming of a Messiah. Judiasm today still rejects Jesus Christ as the Messiah. 

SATANISM: Origins: Satanism exists to mock, and rebel against, the Word of God. The first Church of Satan was founded by Anton Szandor LaVey (1930-1997) in San Francisco, California, in 1966. Many Satanic groups have modelled themselves on the Church of Satan.

PRAY: Lift up in prayer - to the Lord’s throne of grace - every individual involved in the occult and/or Satanism in South Africa. Ask that they would have a personal revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ. Pray that Christ would reveal Himself to them in dreams and in visions, and that He would appear to them in the very midst of their meetings. Pray for Christians to grow in the love and faith of Christ (Lk.17:5, Matt.9:29), so that those involved in the occult would come face-to-face with Christ in their lives. Without this living witness as ‘proof’, they may never believe that the occult is built upon lies. To them, sadly, what they observe is truth and the power they experience in their world is great, greater than what we can share with them through mere knowledge.

Focus on the Watchman’s School of Prayer: 3-7 October 2011

The equipping and training of about 130 people seeking God’s face, started last night. Pray for God to touch them spiritually, to fill them with hope, faith, perseverence and also the spiritual will to do what He give them to do. Ask for them to have clarity and discernment about their own cities and towns and to hear God’s voice. (Website: www.jwipn.com or e-mail: cape@jwipn.com).  

Wednesday 
5 October 2011

Focus on religion: The Occult and Satanism

CHRISTIANITY: Key writings: The Bible, written originally in Hebrew and Aramaic (Old Testament) and Greek (New Testament). All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness (2 Tim.3:16). 

SATANISM: Key writings: The Satanic Bible (1969), The Satanic Witch (1971) and other works by LaVey.

PRAY: Lift up in prayer all those who study the Satanic Bible. Ask that they become inspired to study the Bible instead, so that they may see the ‘Truth of Christ’ for themselves. Ask for the Holy Spirit to make the words they read ‘alive’ and for them to realise dramatically the power of the Living God which far exceeds that of Satan. Ask that they question why, if (as they believe) they possess such great power, is the Bible such a despised book?

Focus on Watchman’s School of Prayer: 3-7 October 2011

Continue to intercede for God to reveal Himself to the hearts, minds and spirits of everyone attending this School today. Ask for the heavens to open and for there to be a constant revelatory flow and insight into the purposes and heart of God for the season ahead. Pray especially for those attending from closed* countries, to be refreshed and strengthened to continue the race. (Website: www.jwipn.com. E-mail: cape@jwipn.com). *’Closed countries’ are those where Christianity is forbidden by the ruling forces or prevailing Government.

Thursday 
6 October 2011

Focus on religion: The Occult and Satanism

CHRISTIANITY: Key beliefs: Christians believe in one, Triune God. This means one God who exists in three Persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit; and not three gods. Often the title ‘God’ designates the first Person – God, the Father. God is a spiritual Being without a physical body. He is a personal God, and is intimately involved in the lives of people. He created the universe out of nothing. He is eternal, changeless, holy, loving, and perfect. 

SATANISM: Key beliefs: Satanism thoroughly and forcefully rejects Biblical doctrine and Satanism’s ethics are man-centred in the extreme. God is viewed as an impersonal, balancing force of nature. LaVey writes that those who believe in a God invented Him as an externalised form of their own ego. Jesus, on the other hand, is regarded as being either ‘mythical’ or a ‘failure’. While some Satanists believe that Satan is an actual being, those who follow LaVey’s teachings generally do not believe this. In their view, Satan symbolises man as being his own god, which is thus in opposition to God being God.

PRAY: Many Satanists who have become Christians have a personal testimony of being overwhelmed by the love of God. They were often impacted mightily when the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ was mentioned, or He Himself appeared in one of their gatherings. Pray that Satanists will continue to have such personal encounters with the Lord Jesus, and experience the awesome love of God that transcends all understanding. Pray that many will exchange their gods for the Living God, and will surrender their lives to Him who reigns forevermore.

Focus on Watchman’s School of Prayer: 3-7 October 2011

Pray for many new relationships and partnerships to be formed between South Africans and people from closed countries so that we may visit, help and encourage them, to encourage them to continue in the race set before them, regardless of the cost. Please pray for unity in the Spirit, for the presence of God to rest in each and every heart, for minds to be renewed. Ask God to shield and continue to grow, by His grace, the hope of Christ planted in every heart as they depart home tomorrow. (Website: www.jwipn.com or e-mail: cape@jwipn.com). 

Friday 

7 October 2011

Focus on the economy, business and labour

God of peace, forgiveness and reconciliation, we pray that every kind of labour conflict in our country will come to an end and that fair and equitable solutions be found for all the issues at hand. May a spirit of trust and understanding fill the hearts of those who represent management and workers alike, so that they may better understand one another. We pray also for families affected by strike action, that their physical and emotional needs would be met by their friends and communities, and that their spiritual needs be met through You, the God of peace, provision and hope. We pray this in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Focus on Watchman’s School of Prayer: 3-7 October 2011

Pray for each person to be strengthened and inspired by the Holy Spirit to understand what God wants them to do upon returning home. Ask for wisdom to know how to implement these assignments, handle resistance and the ability to handle all the necessary practicalities. Ask for them to have favour with spiritual leaders, for a suitable prayer room, personnel and that the Holy Spirit will raise up watchmen to take up their position upon the spiritual walls of their cities and towns. Pray for travelling mercies. (Website: www.jwipn.com or e-mail: cape@jwipn.com). 

Saturday 
8 October 2011

Focus on evangelism in prisons

The Prison Broadcasting Network (PBN) has been broadcasting to prisons and training offenders in radio broadcasting for the past decade. Their strategy is to use community-based programming in order to open platforms for the gospel to be preached. PBN is about to launch it’s first ever dedicated prison TV channel in Africa. Give thanks to the Lord that doors have started to open after 13 years to make this possible! Please pray for the Lord’s favour upon those He has already called to partner with Prison Broadcasting Network, and His provision for them. Pray, also that the broadcasts will impact many offenders and bring them to salvation. Pray for spiritual revival in all prisons in South Africa. (Prison Broadcasting Network. Cell.: 082 488 8345. P.O. Box 37711, Valyland, 7978, Fish Hoek, Cape Town. Website: www.prisonbroadcast.org.za of e-mail: info@prisonbroadcast.org.za).  

Focus on Israel: Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement)

Yom Kippur is observed on the tenth day of the Hebrew month of Tishri; September or early October in the secular calendar. The first Yom Kippur took place after Moses returned from his second visit to Mount Sinai with the replacement set of tablets containing the Ten Commandments, and God decreed it to remain a day of atonement for all generations (Lev.16:29-31). Messianic Jews (according to the book of Hebrews) believe that this day pictures the High Priest, Jesus Christ, making atonement for our sins, which allows us to be reconciled to God and enter into the ‘holiest of all’ (Heb.9:8-14; 10:19-20). Cry out to God for this generation of Jewish people to come to the revelation of the saving grace of God through the blood of Jesus Christ who took all their sins upon Himself. (Christian Friends of Israel. Tel./fax: 012 361 1437. Website: www.cfijerusalem.org or e-mail: allwiese@lantic.net).  

Sunday 
9 October 2011

Revival focus: How should I pray? Pray with conviction

Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence toward God; and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight (1 John 3:21-22). Memorise these words so that they become part of your spiritual armour. Join with believers who approach God in a clear conscience that does not condemn them, trusting also in God. Pray for fellow believers who sin (John 5:16). Pray with the quiet obedience of a child of God. Pray that all believers be delivered from evil. Continually remind yourself that: “We receive that for which we ask, because we remain faithful, and do what God requires of us.” (Adapted from Conversation with God by dr. Andrew Murray). 

My child has grown up!

Your child has grown up and is now out of school. Suddenly they are out there in the real world! How can you pray for your child, far from home, studying in another city? How can you pray for their protection against the evil of the day? How can you encourage them to stand firm against attacks and the ridicule they may endure because they serve the Lord? Here are some guidelines for your encouragement regarding how you can pray for your child.

•
Pray as you have always prayed, with the leading of the Holy Spirit, He will show you how to pray for your child. In Rom.8:26-27 the Lord promises that the Holy Spirit will be our Helper in prayer.

•
Pray the promises and commands found in the Word, fearlessly, and in faith. Fear not, for I have summoned you by name; you are Mine (Isa.43:1-3). Be not afraid. The Lord has called you by name and He has called your child by his/her name. Christ is Head over every power and authority (Col.2:10) and nobody can pull your child away from Him. He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion (Phil.1:6). Remind Him of His promises!

•
Pray that the Holy Spirit will govern your child’s will, emotions and thoughts. The spiritual man makes judgment about all things (1 Cor.2:15). For who has known the mind of the Lord, that He may instruct Him? But we have the mind of Christ (1 Cor. 2:16). Pray that every day, in every situation, your child will live as close to the Lord as possible.

•
Pray that your child will keep their life clean, pure, and right according to God, by ‘living according to His Word’ (Ps.119:9). Encourage your child to read the Word themselves and to pray for their circumstances.

•
Pray that in each new situation, your child may discern the difference between what is important to God, and what is important to man (but may be an ‘abomination in His sight’ (Lk.16:15). For your child to try to be the ‘best’, the most popular, the most attractive; or for them to have an unhealthy spirit of competition, or a yearning for riches; or to be an overachiever all are things that do not please God. Pray for your child to have God’s love (1 Cor.13) in his heart, to be caring and empathetic, and an example to others. This will help to keep your child steadfast in difficult or misleading circumstances, and to handle unjust treatment and/or pain.

•
It is important that your child learns to confront each situation with the leading and power of the Holy Spirit. Should they ask you for your advice, encourage them to seek the Lord.

•
Do not merely pray for your child’s physical, emotional, spiritual and academic ‘survival’, but add to this that his/her life will significantly affect his fellow students and lecturers. Open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest (John.4:35).

•
Pray continually. Pray steadfastly. You, who call upon the Lord, give yourselves not rest... (Isa.62:6).

•
Pray, especially, for your child to engage in a personal relationship with God. Ask for them to firmly believe that He is their Father and that He cares for them deeply.

•
When you pray for your child’s institution of learning, his lecturers and fellow students, do not pray with judgement in your heart. Instead, pray with the love and grace of Christ in your heart. After all, Jesus died for them too! Pray for their salvation.

Practical tips:

•
Write a brief promise at the bottom of your child’s photo and put it on your bedroom wall or another prominent place where you will see it and remember to pray this over them every day.

•
Give your child a diary of short, powerful, daily inspirations, such as Spurgeon’s ‘Morning by Morning’ or a similar book containing good ‘spiritual food’.

•
Seek out fellow Christians with children in a similar circumstance, and pray together with them weekly for your children. Where possible, pray for the salvation of your children’s fellow students and lecturers by name.

•
Live your life according to God’s Word, promises and commands, and filled with His love, and He will answer your prayers! 

Monday 
10 October 2011

Salvation focus: Divers

Professional divers dive for alluvial diamonds and relics, and are employed at accident sites (where a ship or aeroplane has sunk, for example). Their work involves challenging and dangerous circumstances, and a temptation exists for them to become involved in unjust activity. Please pray for the salvation of all professional divers, and that their lives will become living testimonies of God’s goodness and mercy. Pray for the gentleness of Christ’s love to heal, restore and establish them as pillars in His kingdom.

Tuesday 
11 October 2011

Focus on religion: The Occult and Satanism

CHRISTIANITY: Key beliefs: All people will undergo the Final Judgment. Both saved and lost people will be resurrected after death. Those who are saved will live with Jesus in Heaven. Those who are lost will suffer the torment of eternal separation from God (Hell). Jesus’ bodily resurrection guarantees believers that they, too, shall be resurrected and receive new immortal bodies. Christian doctrine has been summed up in universal statements of belief, such as the Apostles’-, Nicene- and Athanasian Creeds.

SATANISM: Key beliefs: Belief in sin is designed to make men feel guilty so that they can be controlled by hypocritical religious systems. Though man ought to learn from his mistakes, there is no need perceived for salvation. To Satanists there is no life beyond death; life is to be lived now, vitally and pleasurably. Satanists look down upon those who desire to do what is good. They do not tolerate weakness. This means they deny and reject man being dependant on God. 

PRAY: God’s law has been put into the heart and mind of every human being on this earth through the Cross of Christ (Jer.31:33). Ask the Holy Spirit to stir up the hearts of those involved in the occult to desire to search for the Way, the Truth and the Life, Christ, Himself. Only He can bring meaning to life. Ask the Holy Spirit to shed His light of truth on the lies they believe about life after death and about Jesus. Also for them to have a revelation about the love, power and glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Wednesday 
12 October 2011

Focus on Shembe celebrations

Please consider to fast and pray for the revelation of Jesus Christ to the very heart of people as the Shembe Celebration takes place at Judea near Eshowe; from 13-30 October 2011. The Shembe leader recently passed away. Please pray that many will realise who is truly the One and only Sovereign Eternal God.

Focus on religion: The Occult and Satanism

CHRISTIANITY: Key practises: Worship, which may be private or corporate, as in a church service. There are no secret rites or rituals. Other key practises central to the Christian’s life include baptism and the Lord’s Supper (or Communion). Missionary efforts flow voluntarily as a result flows of one’s relationship with Jesus Christ, as does giving aid to those in need, such as the poor, widows and orphan, or the downtrodden in society. Jesus said His followers would be recognised by their love for one another.

SATANISM: Occult practises: Satanic magic, performed in rituals, is based on desire, manipulation, imagery, and force of will. To Satanists, there is no such thing as ‘black’ or ‘white’ magic, only magic. LaVey wrote that “Satanic ritual is a blend of Gnostic, Cabbalistic and Masonic elements”. Some Satanists perform a blasphemous ceremony known as the ‘Black Mass’. Their high days are Satan’s ‘birthday’, also April 30th, and (Halloween) October 31st.

PRAY: Ask the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ to surprise those who practise the occult with the beauty of grace and mercy shown to them by Christians. Pray that they would contemplate why it is that they are expected to perform such gruesome rites in the Black Mass to satisfy and appease Satan, and to contrast this with the Christian’s remembrance of Christ in Communion. Ask specifically that the message of the cross will be revealed to them as the power of God (1 Cor.1:18). 

Focus on Israel: Sukkoth (Feast of Tabernacles)

This festival commemorates the wanderings of the Jews in the wilderness after their Exodus from the hands of the Egyptians, when they had to dwell in makeshift booths or huts (Lev.23-24). Messianic Jews understand that the Feast of Tabernacles teaches that when Jesus Christ returns, a new society will be established with Christ as King of kings and Lord of lords (Rev.19:11-16; 20:4; Lev.23:39-43; Matt.17:1-4; Heb.11:8-9). (Website: http://www.ucg.org/litlibrary/holydays.htm). Pray for Jewish people to have a personal revelation of Jesus Christ as the Messiah from Scripture. Also pray for thousands of Christians from many nations going up to Jerusalem to celebrate this feast, that their testimony will touch the hearts of the Jewish people. (Christian Friends of Israel. Tel./fax: 012 361 1437. Website: http://www.cfijerusalem.org or e-mail: allwiese@lantic.net). 

Thursday 
13 October 2011

Focus on religion: The Occult and Satanism

SATANISM: Some key beliefs: These statements are the opening words of the Satanic Bible: “Satan represents indulgence instead of abstinence and self control! Nothing is to be gained by denying oneself pleasure. Religious calls for abstinence most often come from faiths that view the physical world and its pleasures as spiritually dangerous. Satanism is a world-affirming, not world-denying, religion.”

CHRISTIANITY: Pray for Satanists to have a revelation of the Word of God: Those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh (Rom.8:5). Let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God (2 Cor.7:1). Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries… those who practise such things will not inherit the Kingdom of God. And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires (Gal.5:16-25). 

Revival focus: What must I pray for? Pray for a spirit of love in the Church

(I pray) that they may be one just as We are one. I in them, and You in Me and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me…so that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them (John 17:22, 23, 26). The fruit of the Spirit is love (Gal.5:22). Believers are one in Christ, and He is one with the Father. The love of Christ rests and lives within each of us. Pray that the Holy Spirit would so establish this love within believers that the world would see and know that it is God’s love in them. Pray for this regularly. (Adapted from Conversation with God by dr. Andrew Murray). 

Friday 

14 October 2011

Focus on the economy, business and labour

There has been a disproportionate allocation of land, wealth, and education in South Africa to date. Please pray that those who benefited in the past will use their skills and resources by participating in a constructive and meaningful way in the creation of a tolerant and reconciled society. This is not a popular view, even amongst some Christians. Please pray for the Holy Spirit to renew our minds to better understand these challenging issues, and to show each one of us what our individual responsibility is before the Lord. Ask for a willingness to be more sacrificial, gentle and patient in these pursuits.

Focus on Bible Translation Conference 2011

The sixth annual Bible Translation Conference will take place from 14-18 October. Please pray for those gathering to experience God’s inspiration and revelation as they discuss the theory and practise of Bible translation. The theme this year is: The Future of Bible Translation: Creative Strategies and Practical Steps. Pray that God would meet the needs of the steering-, logistics- and abstracts-committee members and the needs of those attending the conference. Ask for these and future meetings to be guided by the Holy Spirit, of for new and easier ways to translate the Bible. (Wycliffe Prayer Focus Bulletin. Websites: www.theWordisLife.net and www.wycliffe.net or e-mail: jan_crowell@wycliffe.net).  

Saturday 
15 October 2011

Prayer focus: Jericho Walls International Prayer Network

Please pray today for the Jericho Walls Prayer Network staff members (and their families). Pray specifically for their physical health and safety and for their protection from spiritual oppression and pressure. Pray that God will open new doors worldwide to promote prayer as a lifestyle in every sphere of life, inspiring Christians to cry out to Him. Continue to pray with us for prayer material, especially the Jericho Walls Daily Prayer Guide, to reach its destination. (Jericho Walls International Prayer Network, Private bag X22, Lynnwood Ridge, 0040. Tel.: 012 365 3213, fax: 086 594 0565. Website: www.jwipn.com or e-mail: info@jwipn.com).  

Sunday 
16 October 2011

Revival Focus: How ought I to pray? Pray as one whose mind is continually upon the Lord

I have set watchmen on your walls, o Jerusalem; day and night they shall not hold their peace. You who call upon the Lord - do not keep silent, and give Him no rest (Isa.62:6-7). Meditate upon these words until you can say, with no hesitation, that you are an intercessor appointed by God. Enter His presence with this conviction, and evaluate the needs of those around you with this in mind: it is your task to intercede for them. The Holy Spirit will instruct you how. This abiding truth should remain in your thoughts. Your great commission is to intercede for others - believers and non-believers alike - as Jesus did. (Adapted from Conversation with God by dr. Andrew Murray). 

Focus on World Food Day

World Food Day was officially recognised in 1979 and since then more than 150 countries across the globe take part in this annual celebration. (Website: http://www.wn.org/site/c.coIELNOsGpF/b.4669503/).  Pray for breakthroughs in the effective provision of food to the more than 850 million undernourished people around the world. With the increase in food prices this number is rising daily. Please pray for God’s favour on the work of World Neighbours in 18 countries around the world, specifically with respect to their efforts to build food security and to provide access to clean drinking water. Ask for more Christians to become involved in this and similar projects. 

Monday 
17 October 2011

Salvation focus: Cargo lifters and up-loaders

Large and heavy cargo lifting (up- and downloading) happens in all our harbours, railways and airports. Please pray for those lifting these heavy loads everyday to come to know the Lord Jesus Christ as the One whose yoke is easy and whose burden is light.

 Pray for these officials, who are responsible for the acceptance and release of goods into and out of the country. Ask that they would walk with integrity in their jobs, and be righteous in their ways. Pray for their salvation, and that they would contemplate the meaning of their lives and set their hearts towards Jesus Christ.

Focus on the Christian Motorcycle Association (CMA)

Christian bikers reach out to other bikers on a regular basis. Please pray for bikers to be open to the gospel and to gain victory over addictions and preconceived wrong ideas. Ask that ungodly relationships between the various groups of bikers will not prevail. Pray for those who make a decision to follow Christ – especially women. Pray that members will remain strong in the Lord, and not become judgmental. Pray for unity between Christian bikers and an increased awareness amongst members of the seriousness of their calling. (Christian Motorcycle Association (CMA) Western Province. Tel.: 021 982 2303, fax: 021 982 0997 or e-mail: cmawp@absamail.co.za).  

Activate a passive prayer life!

Monday: Pray over your schedule. You know you should do it, but somehow it seems not that important. Why not do an experiment this week? Got an upcoming test? Pray for peace of mind beforehand and for a clear memory when writing the test. Not feeling up to this afternoon’s practice session? Ask the Lord to strengthen you and bring His joy upon the team this afternoon, even the coaches! You can pray for things happening next week or even next month now already!

Tuesday: Pray on the run. Who said you can only pray in your room? Next time you take a walk, or run a long distance, or exercise in the gym, why not speak to God whilst doing that exercise? As your eye catches others passing you by, coming or going from the gym for instance, ask God’s blessing on their lives, and that they will come to know Him personally.

Wednesday: Turn your thoughts into conversation with God. So many thoughts pass through our minds daily. We day-dream, we may even think bad or gossipy thoughts. Why not bring these not-so-great thoughts before the Lord in prayer? Ask God to help those hurt by gossip. Ask Him to forgive you for the thoughts that take your mind places it shouldn’t go. Learn to keep prayer on your lips, you’ll come a little closer to understanding what it means to pray continually (1 Thessalonians 5:17).

Thursday: Write down your prayers. Write down everything that comes to mind, not just your prayer requests. Write out your questions, heartaches and struggles. Also write the things that you are thankful for. Be creative! Maybe God will put a song or a poem in your heart - whatever comes easy for you - speak to Him on paper. Looking back after a while at what you have written will really encourage you as you realise that God does listen to your prayers.

Friday: Pray with a prayer partner. Ask the Lord to show you someone with whom you can pray regularly. You can pray during break times once or twice a week. You can decide to meet after school or over a weekend. Praying with a friend is great for personal accountability and also a cool way to take a friendship to a deeper level.

Weekend: Pray from your Bible. It is really simple! For example, say, during your time of reading the Bible you come across Philippians 4:6-7 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. You can now pray this Scripture word for word, making it a personal prayer, for e.g. “Lord, I will be anxious for nothing, but in prayer and supplication I will trust You, I will give thanks to You for everything. I will tell You everything that troubles me. Please give me Your peace in my heart.” Try the same with other Scriptures, asking the Lord to work in your life according to His Word!

Tuesday 
18 October 2011

Focus on religion: The Occult and Satanism

SATANISM: Some key beliefs: To Satanists, Satan represents vital existence instead of mere spiritual dreams. Reality and existence are sacred to Satanists, and the truth of that existence is to be honoured and sought at all times, never to be sacrificed for a comforting lie or an unverified claim that one cannot bother to investigate. To them Satan represents undefiled wisdom instead of hypocritical self-deceit. True knowledge takes work and strength. It is something one finds for one’s self rather than is handed to you. Satanists are told to doubt everything and to avoid dogma. For them the only ‘truth’ is how the world is, and not what it will be restored to.

CHRISTIANITY: Pray for Satanists to have a revelation of the Word of God: If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit (Gal.5:25). Without faith it is impossible to please (God) and He is a Rewarder of those who diligently seek Him (Heb.11:6). For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified…Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men (1 Cor.1:22-25). Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty (2 Cor.3:17-18). 

Focus on the distribution of Bibles in closed countries

Thank you for your prayers for the 12,000 Bibles that have been safely delivered thus far. We need lots more prayer, however, for our next literary venture! That is, Children’s Bible Books, which need to be printed in the four languages of the target people groups. Please pray for finances and for the process of getting the books into the countries. Keep on praying for the young growing church in closed countries, and for new believers to grow spiritually and to read their Bibles. (Source: Confidential). 

Wednesday 
19 October 2011

Focus on religion: The Occult and Satanism

SATANISM: Some key beliefs: Satan represents man as just another animal. Animals live by the law of the ‘survival of the fittest’. To a Satanist, the idea of elevating the humans above animals is blatant self-deceit! They believe, therefore, that humans are driven by the same natural urges that an animal experiences. Satanism indulges every type of sin, and they all lead to physical, mental, or emotional gratification!

CHRISTIANITY: Pray for Satanists to have a revelation of the Word of God: So God created man in His own image…male and female He created them (Gen.1:27). Who knows the spirit of the sons of men, which goes upward, and the spirit of the animal, which goes down to the earth? (Eccl.3:21). But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit…if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His (Rom.8:9). Nor shall you mate with any animal, to defile yourself with it, It is perversion (Lev.18:23). (…) the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth (John 4:23). But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them (2 Cor.4:3-4). 

Focus on establishing 24-7 Houses of Prayer

Lift up in prayer each individual responsible for leading, co-ordinating and/or sustaining a prayer room anywhere in the world. Pray that they would hear God’s voice clearly. Ask for God’s protection of them, especially for protection from deception and temptation; and that God would provide for their needs. Pray that they might lead with boldness, and yet in humility. Ask God to raise watchmen for each prayer room, so that every area would be covered in night and day prayer.

Focus on Jewish people: Simchat Torah

‘Simchat’ means ‘rejoicing’. This rejoicing recounts how God revealed Himself to the Jewish people at Mount Sinai by giving them the 10 Commandments. Pray that at this time Jewish people would have a personal encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ as the Living Word who became flesh, who died, rose again and bought their eternal salvation. May they find true joy in coming to know Him as their Lord. (Christian Friends of Israel. Tel./fax: 012 361 1437. Website: http://www.cfijerusalem.org/ or e-mail: allwiese@lantic.net).  

Thursday 
20 October 2011

Focus on religion: The Occult and Satanism

SATANISM: Be alert to the following: According to them society operates increasingly in ignorance and the consequences of absolute freedom. People simply believe whatever they are told. Ethical values must be replaced with a type of tolerance towards everything and everyone, which eventually leads to a destructive life-style and concequences. This does not leave room for what the Bible teaches on truth, right and wrong, justice and injustice, helping those in need and sacrificial living. 

CHRISTIANITY: Pray for Satanists to have a revelation of the Word of God: If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth (Col.3:1-2). Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish (Gal.5:16). You have heard that it was said, ‘AN EYE FOR AN EYE AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH.’ But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also…I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven (Matt.5:38-47). 

Revival focus: What should I pray for? Pray for the Holy Spirit to do a powerful work in ministers’ lives

I entreat you to strive together with me in prayers to God for me (Rom.15:30). (We trust that He shall deliver us) you also helping together in prayer for us (2 Cor.1:10, 11). Have you ever wondered how many ministers there are in Christ’s Church? Imagine their great need of our intercession! Think how powerful and effective these ministers could be if they were each clad with the power of the Holy Spirit! Pray and earnestly seek for the Holy Spirit to work mightily in ministers’ lives, so that they, in turn, can impact others in a mighty way. Pray this specifically for your minister. Tie together all aspects of preaching from all around the world, into this prayer that they would each be filled with the Holy Spirit, and would wait upon this promise: But tarry until you are endued with power from on high (Lk.24:49) (…) you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you (Acts 1:8). (Adapted from Conversation with God by dr. Andrew Murray). 

Friday 

21 October 2011

Focus on the economy, business and labour

Employment in the formal sector (that is, employers who provide medical and pension benefits and collect PAYE), has lagged well behind Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth since the mid 1990s. Furthermore, real remuneration per worker since then has increased significantly over the same period. The result has been that fewer young, unskilled and unproven workers have been hired by established businesses. Please pray for more opportunities for young people to become skilled in the trade of their choice, and for them to be faithful and righteous employees.

Focus on Bangladesh: The Tablighi Jamaat Movement

In recent years between three and five million Muslims have made their way to Tongi, just north of Dhaka, where the Bangladeshi government has set aside 160 acres (0.65km²) for this annual event. Muslims come from 80+ countries for a three-day ‘Ijtema’ (meaning ‘gathering’). Apart from the Hajj, this is the biggest Islamic gathering worldwide. (Website: www.30days.net). Please pray for Muslims as they make their way to Bangladesh. Ask the Father of glory to reveal Jesus Christ to them as the Light of their salvation as they seek deeper spiritual understanding at this time.

Saturday 
22 October 2011

Focus on Alpha South Africa

Please pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit as Alpha SA begins translating Alpha resources into other African languages. Ask for many new labourers to be raised up to run Alpha courses. Pray for the start of the Alpha “year of prayer” vision for 2012 through their 24/7 prayer ministry. (Alpha South Africa. Tel.: 084 661 0548. Website: www.alphasa.co.za or www.facebook.com/AlphaSA or e-mail: tarynne@alphasa.co.za). 

Focus on Bangladesh: The Tablighi Jamaat Movement (cont. 21 Oct.)

The ‘Bishwa Ijtema’ or Global Gathering is sponsored by the Tablighi Jamaat Movement (the Society for Spreading the Faith of Islam). The gathering focuses on prayers and meditation. ‘Political discussion is not allowed’ they claim. Often simply referred to as ‘TJ’, the Tablighi Jamaat is the largest Muslim missionary group worldwide. The number of TJ followers is estimated at between 70 - 80 million, officially making the TJ the largest single Movement within Islam. (Website: www.30days.net). Lift these Muslims up to the Lord in prayer, asking that each one have a personal revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ in the midst of their pursuit and study of Islam.

Sunday 
23 October 2011

Revival focus: How should I pray? Pray in private

But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place (Matt.6:6). He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray (Matt.14:23; John 6:15). Be still and know this: when you are alone in God’s presence you are face-to-face with Him, interceding for His servants. Do not think that you don’t have any influence or that your prayers don’t make a difference. Your prayer and your faith will make a difference. Plead in secret, before God for his ministers. (Adapted from Conversation with God by dr. Andrew Murray). 

Focus on Bangladesh: The Tablighi Jamaat Movement (TJ) (cont. 22 Oct)

The Tablighi Jamaat focuses attention on ‘correcting’ Muslim practises and doctrine. Part of this ‘correction’ involves isolation from non-Muslims, as contact with non-Muslims is believed to make them ‘weak’ as Muslims. As TJ members move throughout the world, pray that they would meet Christians who would reflect the life and love of the Lord Jesus Christ to them (Col.4:3, Ps.9:20). Pray for Bangladesh, a country that is about 85% Muslim, and that suffers more poverty than many other countries. God is opening the hearts of Muslims to respond to the gospel. (See Acts 16:13-14). Pray that strong congregations would be established as God works in the nation. (Website: www.30days.net). 

Tuesday 
25 October 2011

Focus on religion: The Occult and Satanism

How to pray for those who want to be free of the occult

The greatest fear of Satanists coming to Christ, is that God will not be able to protect them against attacks, and they are afraid to trust Him. Pray for those who want to be free of Satanism and/or the occult, that God would reveal Himself to them as the Almighty God. Pray for their protection and for protection of their families and their belongings. Another fear they have is that Christians will reject them because they are afraid of them. Ask that those who have turned from the occult will not be isolated, but will find people to ‘walk’ with them. Sadly, many who had repented fall back within three months, despite the punishment they will face. Please pray for this critical period, especially, and ask that they will learn to stand and grow strong in the Word of God.

Focus on the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 2011 (CHOGM)

Over 2 billion people live in the Commonwealth of Nations, representing 25% of the world’s population and 1/3rd of the world’s nations. The Commonwealth Prayer Initiative aims to strengthen and connect these people and their nations – through Christ-centred prayer. Every two years, Commonwealth leaders meet at the CHOGM to discuss global and Commonwealth issues, and to agree on collective policies and initiatives. The CHOGM is taking place this year in Perth, Western Australia, from 28-30 October 2011. (Website: http://www.chogm2011.org/ or e-mail: info@commonwealthprayer.org). Give thanks to the Lord for the many nations already partaking in this initiative. Pray for the CHOGM, that God would touch the hearts of leaders to rule and govern according to His will and purposes for the nations. 

Encouragement to translate: Asia

A new reader in a minority group in Asia recently told her friend, “When we read the Bible in our language for the first time in our lives, it made us feel so encouraged that there is nothing to compare it to. Since we were small children until now, in our whole lives we have never seen our language written down. But now we can read the Bible in our language, and read stories in our language and sing praises to God in our own language.” (Wycliffe Prayer Focus Bulletin. Website: www.wycliffe.net or e-mail: jan_crowell@wycliffe.net). 

Wednesday 
26 October 2011

Focus on religion: The Occult and Satanism

How to pray for those who want to be free of the occult

Pray with clean hands and make sure you are in rightstanding with the Lord in your own life. Ask God to give them the courage they need to take this step. Pray that they would experience God’s care for them personally, and know that He understands their pain and their frailty. It is very hard for these to open up and share what their experience has been. Pray for them continuously as they battle against their fears and anxieties. Ask that those ministering to them would persevere in portraying Jesus’ love and compassion to them until breakthroughs come (Lk.22:53, Rev.6:11, 13:7). 

Focus on establishing 24-7 Houses of Prayer

Pray that God would raise young and old, to inspire others to focused times of prayer and fasting for their nations. Ask that testimonies of answered prayer would cause many more to cry out to the Living God for their needs and the needs of others.

Thursday
 27 October 2011

Focus on religion: The Occult and Satanism

My child in involved in Satanism…what should I do?!

Do not criticise or begin to quote Scripture to your child. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you discern what is happening in their heart and mind. Ask your child to tell you why he believes what he says. Try to understand their emotions and why they are now interested in the occult and Satan. Often it has to do with something they experienced at home or at school. Often it can be related to disappointments, fear, inferiority or humiliation. Many children realise the truth for themselves once they feel ‘heard’. Often the lie, ‘my parents do not care for me’ is behind their behaviour. 

Remember, pray and listen! Prayer is the power of God in any situation! Your prayers should not focus on your comfort as the parent, or your protection from the shame you may feel of what others think or say; rather, your prayers should be founded in the unconditional love of Christ that yields the salvation and deliverance of that individual for whom He died (John 4:23-24). 

Revival focus: What must I pray for? Pray for the Holy Spirit to be active in the lives of all Christian workers

(…) you also helping together in prayer for us, that thanks may be given by many persons on our behalf for the gift granted to us through many (2 Cor.1:11). Think upon the many Christians active in different parts of our community, such as in churches, missionary organisations; soldiers, sailors, young men and women, to name but a few. Let us praise God for them! Just imagine what they could achieve if each one lived in the fullness of the Holy Spirit! Pray for them so that you partner with them in their work. Then, when you hear of a blessing that has been poured out, you will praise God! (Adapted from Conversation with God by dr. Andrew Murray). 

Give thanks to the Lord for all He has done

The Bible prophet, Samuel, set up a monument to remind the people of Israel of the things the Lord had done to help them: Then Samuel took a stone and set it up … He named it Ebenezer, saying, ‘Thus far has the Lord helped us’ (1 Samuel 7:12). You too can make an ‘Ebenezer’!

Prepare your ‘Ebenezer’

1.
Get a place. Ask your parents if there is a place in your garden where you can make a monument of thanksgiving to God. If you live in an apartment, maybe you can use a corner in your room?

2.
Get some stones. Start gathering smooth stones, ones that fit into your hand. Wash and dry them. You could also buy a bag of stones from a nursery.

3.
Take time. Tonight before you go to sleep, sit down and write some things that you know God is providing for you, and record the things that you have prayed for that God has answered.

4.
Write down. With a permanent marker, write something God has done for you on a rock: for example, your food, clothes, friends, family, healing for your dog, safety etc.

5.
Date it. Each time that God answers your prayers write the date on the rock and pile these rocks into a heap.

6.
Remember. Every time you know God has answered one of your prayers, add a stone to this heap, giving thanks to Him and reminding yourself that God does answer prayer.

7.
Acknowledge God. Every time you pass by your ‘Ebenezer’, be sure to stop and thank God for what He is doing in your life!

(Notes taken and adapted from: Pray! Jan/Feb 2006).

Friday 

28 October 2011

Focus on the economy, business and labour

The alignment between what business owners and managers think and say, and how staff behaves, is very important. The challenge here is to have management work together to create such an environment. In some instances witchcraft is used to control companies. Pray for unity amongst those in management, that they would not practise intimidation or manipulation, and, if they are believers, that their prayers would not be selfish (fleshly). Ask that managers would come to know the Lord Jesus as Saviour, and be united in prayer for breakthroughs in their companies as never before. Also pray that it will not be necessary for workers to be laid off.

Focus on the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 2011 (CHOGM)

The world’s largest and smallest, richest and poorest countries make up the Commonwealth. Member countries span six continents and oceans from Africa (19) to Asia (8), the Americas (2), the Caribbean (12), Europe (3) and the South Pacific (10). The Commonwealth, with roots as far back as the 1870’s, believes in establishing partnerships between governments, business and civil society to build stronger democratic institutions and procedures. Commonwealth has grown from just eight members in 1949, to 54 members in 2010. (Website: http://www.chogm2011.org/About_CHOGM/The_Commonwealth). Please lift up in prayer those gathering to decide on issues influencing the nations of the world. Please pray for individuals to have opportunities to learn of Christ and personally surrender their lives and careers to His government of which there will be no end.

Saturday 
29 October 2011

Focus on the economy, business and labour

Industries such as the Building-, Construction-, and Farming Industries are cyclical and thus cannot guarantee permanent employment. As a result, up to 50% of salaried employees are on temporary contracts, fuelling job insecurity, and adding to a mistrust of their employers. Ask for more permanent solutions, for tensions to be settled, for clear goals and outcomes to be agreed upon, and implemented such as the creation of more permanent jobs.

Sunday 
30 October 2011

Revival focus: What should I pray for? Pray for the Fire of the Holy Spirit!

He who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy - everyone who is recorded among the living in Jerusalem. When the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and purged the blood of Jerusalem from her midst, by the spirit of judgment and by the spirit of burning (Isa.4:3,4). Cleansing with fire! Purification through judgment! When someone has endured this process, he can be called ‘sanctified’. The measure of blessing that the world will receive, and the extent to which service and intercession will triumph, depends entirely on the spiritual condition of the church. The church can only grow in power when her people fall under conviction of their sins, and confess them to God. Judgment begins in the house of God. Conviction of sin is necessary for sanctification. Beg God to send His Spirit, to judge and consume sin, to reveal hidden sin and eradicate it from the hearts of all believers. (Adapted from Conversation with God by dr. Andrew Murray). 

Monday 
31 October 2011

Focus on Reformation Day

On the 31st October, 1517, at the church in Wittenberg, Germany, dr. Martin Luther effectively launched the Protestant Reformation with his bold stance and of having translated the Bible from the original Greek and Hebrew into German, and making it widely available to both nobles and peasants. (Website: www.frontlinefellowship.net or e-mail info@frontlinefellowship.net). Give thanks to the Lord that Bibles are available to us and in our own languages. Ask that God’s Word would continue to spread across the world, becoming available in all languages. 

Focus on Halloween

Halloween originated in Europe, as a Feast of the Dead. On the evening of the 31st of October, people imitated fairies and went from house-to-house begging for treats, as they believed that spirits could be appeased by presenting them with some kind of worship or offering (such as food or milk). Another way, they believed they could fool or scare away evil spirits, was to dress up like them. It was believed that the spirits would not, then, inflict harm upon. (Source: Public domain). Pray today for those who partake in these festivities without realising the actual meaning and origins of it. Ask for the Holy Spirit to reveal Jesus Christ to the hearts of many and for God to confront them with His love, purity and holiness. Pray for the salvation of those who practise the occult. Pray also for God’s protection over your schools, and communities. (Material for evangelism: www.chick.com. Scriptures for prayer and reading: Deut.18:9-14, Isa.8:19, 1 Chron.10:13-14).
