Prayer Guide: September

Thursday 
1 September 2011

Focus on stewardship: Private energy producers

In Kenya the introduction of private players into the power sector has boosted generating capacity and helped the country to bring some 30% of installed plants back into service which had been idle. (Website: http://www.esi-africa.com/node/12691). Give thanks to the Lord for breakthroughs such as these. Pray that more large companies will become involved in similar projects in Africa, and pray also for healthy competition amongst them and for economic growth.

Focus on African independent churches: Zion Christian Church (ZCC)

The largest and fastest-growing of the African independent churches of the 1990s is the Zion Christian Church. Zionist beliefs emphasise the healing power of religious faith, sometimes leading to clashes with the traditional healers, or sangomas. Despite this, the ZCC respects traditional African religious beliefs, especially those concerning the power of the ancestors to intercede on behalf of humans. (Website: http://countrystudies.us/south-africa/54.htm).  From 2-4 September they will have an important church conference at Moria (outside Polokwane). Please lift up in prayer all those in leadership before the throne of grace. Ask God to intervene in their meetings, to reveal to them the true and only Mediator, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, who died and rose again and will live forever. Pray for lies to be replaced by Biblical truths, for a sincere hunger for salvation and peace, and an understanding that Jesus alone is the Way, the Truth and the Life.

Focus on the One Day in the Gap initiative

The need

We are a country that needs the Lord’s intervention. We are living in challenging times and increasingly so. The church has a powerful message, but to a large extend the church is making very little impact on society.

The church as a house of prayer

Jesus defined the church as a house of prayer (Matt.21:13). The first condition for the church to do its work is to pray. The Bible and history teach us that when the church prays, God works in power. When the church does not pray, the opposite is also true.

Past and present revivals and the transformation of communities and nations give us hope and assurance that God still revives, heals, restores and reconciles. Every attempt from Christians to bring change is secondary to prayer. We certainly need to do more than to pray, but we cannot do more unless we have prayed. History proves this fact. A church that prays is a church that will always experience the power of God. Our present need is for individual Christians and churches that will pray.

What will be our prayer focus?

•
For a definite spiritual revival in the church.

•
For God’s power in the church through the working of the Holy Spirit.

•
The need and pain in our country and the poor and needy.

•
For the millions of unsaved people.

A simple prayer strategy

•
To have a year of non-stop prayer for our nation.

•
Uniting local churches and Christian organisations to pray for the nation.

•
Encouraging local churches to take at least one day (full 24 hours) to pray. Any day between 1 September 2011 and 31 August 2012. 

One Day in the Gap

We encourage congregations, schools, prayer groups, Bible study groups, etc. to take one day to pray for 24 hours (or at least as many hours as possible on that day). We call on Christians in the market place to have prayer meetings at their places of work. Where possible, take more than one day, depending on each one’s circumstances. Some churches may want to take 3 days or 7 days, etc. Some may want to take a One Day in the Gap every quarter. It is open for every church to decide how they want to do it.

Register: Register a specific day when you will stand in the gap for the nation at pray@jwipn.com, tel.: 012 365 3213.

Friday 

2 September 2011

A presidential election is expected to be held in Egypt in September/October 2011. It will be the second ever contested presidential election in Egypt’s history. The incumbent Egyptian President, Hosni Mubarak, may not stand for election this year which opens the door to other presidential candidates. At the time of press, there was strong inclination amongst the Military Council to hold parliamentary elections in September, and postpone the presidential election until June 2012. This would enable a new constitution to be drawn up before the presidential election. (Website: http://www.worldnewsco.com/5088/egyptian-presidential-election-threatened-to-be-postponed/). There is a real spirit of confusion in Egypt and much lawlessness. Please pray for the restoration of order and for systems that will promote justice and the upliftment of the poor to be implemented.

Remember to register for the Watchman’s School of Prayer from 3-7 October 2011 in Simon’s Town. Contact Lizette v Rooyen at 021 919 7988 from 09:00-13:00 on weekdays.
Saturday
 3 September 2011

Focus on health: SA welcomes ‘Cash for AIDS’-Campaign

The Global Fund has approved a total of up to $302-million in funding, over a period of five years, from the tenth round of grants purposed for the prevention, treatment and care of HIV/AIDS and TB in South Africa. (Website: http://www.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/sa-welcomes-cash-for-aids-campaign-1.1002991). Give thanks to the Lord for answers to prayers, like these. Pray that the funding will be used wisely and will bring aid to those in need.

Sunday 
4 September 2011

Revival focus: What must I pray for? Pray for the power of the Holy Spirit

For this reason I bow my knees to the Father that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man (Eph.3:14-16). Wait for the Promise of the Father (Acts 1:4). Let us pray for a more complete revelation of the grace and power of the blessed Spirit of the Lord, so that we may remove everything that He reveals to us as being against His will, and in this way we will not grieve the Holy Spirit, but will, instead, help Him to work effectively in His church, to the glory of Christ and for the blessing of many. The power of the Holy Spirit is God’s promise to us, His gift to the church. We cannot function without the power of the Holy Spirit working within us and it is the power that unites all prayer. Thus, our only prayer ought to be that the working of the Holy Spirit be visible in our lives. (Adapted from Conversation with God by dr. Andrew Murray). 

Monday
 5 September 2011

Salvation focus: Airport ground personnel

The safety and security of passengers, fuel-transport vehicles, passenger buses, and other tasks including the supervision of catering services, all involve personnel active on the ground at airports. Please pray that they will be attentive in their work and will do it whole-heartedly. Pray for their salvation, and that they will testify to those arriving from other countries of Christ’s love and mercy for them. 

The Plague of Gossip in the Body of Christ (by Jon Zens)

Bob Mumford once said, “The Christian army is the only one that shoots its wounded.”

What exactly is gossip?

Gossip is second- or third-hand information dumped on you without your prior consent, and without the consent of the person being gossiped about. Gossip can be true, partially true, or completely false. It can be motivated by good intentions, but is nearly always negative personal information about someone that puts them in a bad light.

What is slander?

The Bible defines slander as ‘accusatory speech that is injurious to a person’s name and reputation’. It’s essentially character assassination - the act of smearing someone. Gossip and slander unfairly and unjustly colour our perceptions of an individual without their knowledge or consent. One major component in both of these sins is that the person being torn down is out of the loop. Tale-bearers usually avoid speaking directly to the one they are demeaning.

I will admit that I have listened to gossip in the past. At the time, the thought never occurred to me how deeply a person and their family could be hurt when someone attacks their character without their knowledge or consent. 

For this reason, I have raised a standard in my life. To the best of my ability, I always evaluate people based on my first-hand experience with them, not on what someone else tells me about them – for the obvious reason that second-hand information can be very misleading and inaccurate (sad to say, I haven’t always lived up to this standard in the past).

Gossip and slander violate the Lord’s own maxim: Treat others the way you want to be treated (Matt.7:12). If anyone has suffered the agony of being gossiped about, they understand the full force of those words. No-one wishes to be the subject of gossip and slander. There are few things so hurtful. One of the problems is that gossip and slander can seem innocent and can pass to us subtly. One doesn’t have to be operating in malice to be guilty of gossip and slander. Again, the motive is irrelevant. Spreading negative or shameful information about another person is contrary to walking in love. Love ‘thinks no evil’ and ‘believes the best of others’ (1 Cor.13).

What does gossip and slander usually sound like?

It usually begins with something like: “Did you hear about such and such?” The rest of it goes on to put an individual in a shameful or negative light. A.W. Tozer had these powerful words of advice about the sin of gossip:

Never pass on anything about somebody else that will hurt him. ‘Love covers a multitude of sins’ (1 Pet.4:8). The tale-bearer has no place in God’s favour. If you know something that would hinder or hurt the reputation of one of God’s children, bury it forever. Find a little garden out back – a little spot somewhere – and when somebody comes around with an evil story, take it out and bury it and say, “Here, in peace, lays the story about my brother.” God will take care of it. With what judgment you judge, you shall be judged (Matt.7:2).

Satan’s nature is to accuse. He is called the ‘accuser of the brethren’ (Rev.12). In fact, the word ‘Satan’ means ‘adversary’ and ‘devil’ literally means ‘slanderer’. That should say volumes to us! 
One sister noted these warning signs of a spirit of accusation:

–
Being suspicious of others.

–
Having bitterness toward others.

–
Being easily offended without cause.

–
Having envy and jealousy toward others.

–
Believing the worst about others.

–
Exaggerating the offences of others.

–
Refusing fellowship with a person after they have changed.

–
Holding people to their past failures.

–
Imposing our perfectionist standards on others.

–
Basing harsh judgments on misunderstandings without seeking clarification.

–
Judging others for misbehaviours that we are prone to.

–
Becoming the Holy Spirit for others.

–
Using others as a scapegoat.

–
Tearing down others so that we look better.

–
Bringing skeletons out of the closet.

–
Being unsatisfied with any amount of confession and sorrow from another.

Consider these texts prayerfully:

A perverse person stirs up dissension, and a gossip separates close friends (Prov.16:28). Without wood a fire goes out; without gossip a quarrel lies down (Prov.26:22). He who conceals his hatred has lying lips, and whoever spreads slander is a fool (Prov.10:18). Brethren, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against his brother or judges him speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment of it (James 4:11). The tongue has the power of life and death... (Prov.18:21). The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell (James 3:6).

In conclusion, the next time you hear a rumour, go to the person being rumoured about. And never spread something about another person without talking to them first and having an open mind to hear their heart. Unconfirmed notions about others should not be spread abroad. May our speech to others and about others be ‘only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen’ (Eph.4:29).

Tuesday 
6 September 2011

Focus on prayer watches in the Cape Peninsula

Pray by name for God’s favour to firmly establish these growing prayer watches: Moravian Church in Mamre (Brenda, tel.: 021 576 0701); the Lighthouse in Belhar (Peter, tel.: 073 165 7217, e-mail: gourmet@tiscali.co.za). Ask the Lord that many will hear His call to prayer and will become serious and watchful in their prayers (1 Pet.4:7). 

Nations focus: Equatorial Guinea

Praise God for 17,000 parable booklets that are currently being distributed in Equatorial Guinea! A total of 37 titles have been translated into six different languages. Pray that God’s Word will penetrate the hearts of those receiving the booklets and that their lives will be transformed completely. (Wycliffe Prayer Focus Bulletin. Website: www.wycliffe.net. or e-mail: Personnel_Southafrica@wycliffe.org).  

Wednesday 
7 September 2011

Focus on prayer watches in the Cape Peninsula

Pray by name for God’s favour to firmly establish these growing prayer watches: Lighthouse in Parow (Gavin, tel.:072 644 7788, e-mail: jerichogavin@yahoo.co.uk) and the Dutch Reformed Church Kuilsrivier South prayer room (Amanda, tel.: 083 271 1837, e-mail: bothmaamanda@gmail.com).  Ask that Christians should not feel sorry for themselves or hopeless, but instead become strong prayer warriors that lay hold of The Kingdom purposes of God and boldly preach the gospel, so many others will come to Christ (Matt.11:11-12). 

Thursday 
8 September 2011

Focus on prayer watches in the Cape Peninsula

Pray by name for God’s favour to firmly establish these growing prayer watches: Dutch Reformed Church Southern Strand prayer room (Carel, tel.: 072 278 9225, e-mail: carelrita@iburst.co.za) and Mandela Park prayer room in Khayalitsha (Cynthia, tel.: 078 067 1498). Like Moses, we cry out over South Africa: Rise up, o Lord! Let Your enemies be scattered, and let those who hate You flee before You from every neighbourhood in our country (Num.10:35). 

Revival focus: How should I pray? Pray as a child, asking his father for something

If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone? How much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him! (Lk.11:11, 13). Ask simply, and with the full trust that a child possesses, when he asks his father for something as simple as a piece of bread. You have this privilege because God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father”. Allow the Holy Spirit to show you how to trust as a child does. Believe the Lord will cause the Holy Spirit to work in you. Name specific areas in your life where you would like to see Him at work. (Adapted from Conversation with God by dr. Andrew Murray). 

Friday 

9 September 2011

Focus on the economy, business and labour

Though there has been much economic development since 1994, the number of unemployed and those marginalised through poverty has increased. There is, thus, a pressing need to create jobs for these people. In order to protect the long-term job security of those already employed, a number of new employment laws have been passed. However, one of the most important mechanisms for job creation is through labour brokers, but there is a strong push from Government to close down labour broker firms. The laws already passed and others proposed will create a greater risk for entrepreneurs in hiring workers. Pray for legislation that will continue to protect the rights of workers, whilst at the same time will reduce the risk to entrepreneurs when starting new businesses that create employment.

Health focus: Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders (FASD) Awareness Day

Every year on 9th of September, International FASD Awareness Day is observed. This day was chosen so that on the ninth day of the ninth month of the year, the world will remember that during the nine months of pregnancy a woman should abstain from alcohol. (Website: http://www.fasday.com). Pray that pregnant women will take heed to warnings that are given to them by doctors and counsellors. Ask for the establishment of more support groups in towns and districts where people are prone to alcohol abuse.

Remember to register for the Watchman’s School of Prayer from 3-7 October 2011 in Simon’s Town. Contact Lizette v Rooyen at 021 919 7988 from 09:00-13:00 on weekdays.
Saturday 
10 September 2011

Focus on infrastructure development

The feasibility study for the Government-approved R97b Railroad Infrastructure Development Programme is well underway, and upgrading will begin in 2014. Of the 4,638 commuter coaches in the Metrorail fleet, the average age of the coaches was 40 years. The Programme is projected to take 18-20 years. (Website: http://www.sun.ac.za/university/). Please pray that the money allocated will be spent effectively, and that those in positions of responsibility will make wise decisions, and perhaps even complete the project ahead of time.

Sunday 
11 September 2011

Revival focus: What must I pray for? Pray for the Holy Spirit to move me to cry out before Him in prayer

But the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered (Rom.8:26). And I will pour out the Spirit of grace and supplication (Zech.12:10). Spreading the gospel worldwide depends, primarily, on the revival of prayer. Deeper than the physical needs of man – yes, deep at the bottom of our soulless lives – is the necessity to rediscover the forgotten secret of triumphant, worldwide prayer. As God’s children, the Holy Spirit is inside us and it is the Holy Spirit that inspires our prayers. God wants to give the Holy Spirit to His children in abundance. Pray that you will receive the Spirit of supplication – ask for it for your own prayer groups. (Adapted from Conversation with God by dr. Andrew Murray). 

Monday 
12 September 2011

Salvation focus: Airport vendors

Pray for vendors who sell their goods at the airports. Ask that they would be honest, not be involved in any unrighteous business dealings, nor compromise in any way. Pray for their personal salvation, and ask that they, in turn, realise the opportunity for prayer and blessing of those they serve and who pass them by.

Tuesday 
13 September 2011

Focus on prayer watches in the Cape Peninsula

Pray by name for God’s favour to firmly establish these growing prayer watches: Woodstock Baptist prayer room in Woodstock (Jack Bruce, tel.: 083 659 5119, e-mail: jkbruce@telkomsa.net), Tygerberg Prayer Watch (Ash, tel.: 072 341 8759, e-mail: oomash@telkomsa.net). Pray that ALL resistance to the planting and establishing of night-and-day prayer in every neighbourhood, town and city will crumble. Ask for the whole of South Africa and Africa to be completely covered with night-and-day prayer.

Health focus: Abortions at home

British Pregnancy Advisory Service (BPAS) seek to change the interpretation of the law so that women in their first nine weeks of pregnancy can induce an early medical abortion (EMA). During 2009 a staggering 195,743 abortions were performed in England and Wales. About 34% of the abortions carried out were for women who had previously had at least one abortion. (Website: http://www.christian.org.uk/news/abortion-provider-wants-to-allow-diy-abortions-at-home/). Please cry out to the Lord to have mercy and for women to stop having abortions. Ask that they would have a revelation of Christ’s heart for their unborn child.

Wednesday 
14 September 2011

Focus on prayer watches in the Cape Peninsula

Pray by name for God’s favour to firmly establish these growing prayer watches: City Wide Watch in Cape Town (Dave; tel.: 074 155 1247, e-mail: citywatch@jwipn.com) and La Motte Prayer Watch in Franschhoek (Junita, tel.: 082 393 7811 or e-mail: pray@la-motte.co.za). Pray for God to continue to pour out His Spirit of prayer and supplication on every house of prayer across the world (Zech.12:10). Ask for strength for each intercessor, perseverance and unity among leadership, favour with believers and non-believers in the surrounding communities and the necessary funds and premises for each House of Prayer to continue its work.

24-7 Prayer Movement launches Prayer Spaces Project

During Lent the 24/7 Prayer Movement launched a pilot project, Prayer Spaces , to help believers meditate and pray the Word of God and to help them to come into a deeper and intimate relationship with Jesus. The focus was to create a very simple 5-minute prayer tool that would assist people to read the Word, meditate on a few questions and create silence for focused prayers. The reaction to this project was overwhelming during the 40 days of Lent, with an average download of more than 7,500 per day! 

Comments from Facebook, Twitter and YouTube streams, demonstrated that the podcasts were used by a wide variety of ages, cultures and nations. Thanks was received from communities using the podcasts as a group, from mums watching regularly with their young children, from Qatar, Malaysia, South Africa, and Australia. 

What is apparent from the positive reaction to this pilot series, is the fact that there is a need for simple tools to help individuals, groups and families to meditate on the Word and to engage in prayer. The need for silence seems to be a huge need in our very busy lives and the podcasts, be it only for 5 minutes, created that safe and quiet space for people to meet with God. 

A new series is planned for later this year and daily sessions will be ready for daily download from 27 November from www.24-7prayer.com.  

Thursday 
15 September 2011

Focus on prayer watches in the Cape Peninsula

Pray by name for God’s favour to firmly establish these growing prayer watches: Drakenstein Youth Prison (Archie, tel.: 072 463 6824, e-mail: arcie@telkomsa.net); and De Rust Prayer Watch in Durbanville (Maisie, tel.: 071 991 1110, e-mail: hendrine@mweb.co.za). Earnestly pray that the righteous will follow good judgment. Ask God to raise watchmen across our land who will cry out for God to stop the work of evildoers and who will stand up against them (Ps.94:15-16). 

Revival focus: How should I pray? In the Spirit

(…) praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit (Eph.6:18). (…) praying in the Holy Spirit (Judg.20). On the day of His resurrection, the Lord gave His disciples the Holy Spirit, thereby receiving the full outpouring at Pentecost. We will only receive more of the Holy Spirit when we ask in prayer for His power to be visible in our lives. Furthermore, we must also acknowledge the Holy Spirit’s power and surrender ourselves to it. Tell the Father that it is the Spirit of his Son in you that compels you to plead with Him that He will fulfil His promises. (Adapted from Conversation with God by dr. Andrew Murray). 

Friday 

16 September 2011

Focus on the economy, business and labour

Government has committed large sums of money for the creation of temporary jobs through the Expanded Public Works Program (EPWP) that encourages the use of labour-intensive mechanisms, rather than capital- or plant-intensive methods. There is resistance from many businesses in embracing the principles of the EPWP. Pray for wisdom for those involved in EPWP.

Focus on children: Child soldiers in Chad & Sudan

According to Amnesty International, Chad’s armed forces and Chadian and Sudanese rebel groups are recruiting children as young as thirteen to become soldiers. Recruiters are reported to have paid children between $20 and $500 to join the armed forces or rebel groups. In some cases, children are abducted and forced to join. (Website: http://www.iol.co.za/news/africa/army-rebels-recruit-child-soldiers-1.1024167). Pray that these children will have the opportunity to know Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour, that He would reveal Himself to them in supernatural ways, and that many would submit their lives to Him.

Remember to register for the Watchman’s School of Prayer from 3-7 October 2011 in Simon’s Town. Contact Lizette v Rooyen at 021 919 7988 from 09:00-13:00 on weekdays.
Saturday 
17 September 2011

Thanksgiving focus: South Africa

Although there are many issues that still need to undergo transformation in South Africa, home ownership has increased from 64% (5.12m households) in 1994 to 78% (7.9m households) in 2006, according to a South African Advertising Research Foundation development index. Also, the current police-to-population ratio is 1:304. (Website: http://www.sagoodnews.co.za/fast_facts_and_quick_stats/index.html). Give thanks to the Lord for answering our daily prayers for our country! Ask that many Christians will notice these changes and give thanks to God, as they continue to pray for matters that are still in need of a breakthrough.

Focus on prayer mobilisation: Jericho Walls International Prayer Network

Today, please pray for various projects across the country connected with the Jericho Walls International Prayer Network. Pray for individuals and groups to join the Network and to start praying together. Pray also that they would subscribe to the printed Jericho Walls booklet and the weekly Global Prayer Alert so that they may be updated with regular prayer-related news and events. Ask for God to raise more prayer co-ordinators who will encourage others to become active in prayer in their own towns/cities across the country. Pray for a breakthrough in evil resistance, which hinders believers to pray and hinders the establishing of houses of prayer for the nations. (Jericho Walls International Prayer Network, Private bag X22, Lynnwood Ridge, 0040. Tel.: 012 365 3213, fax: 086 594 0565. Website: www.jwipn.com or e-mail: info@jwipn.com). 
Sunday 
18 September 2011

Revival focus: What must I pray for? Pray for all the saints 

(…) praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints (Eph.6:18). As members of a group, we are interested in each other’s well-being and we are there to help and support each other. As the Body of Christ, believers ought to pray for the well-being of all the saints. This generous, selfless love is proof that Christ’s Spirit and Love is teaching us to pray. Pray first for people in general and then for the believers around you. (Adapted from Conversation with God by dr. Andrew Murray). 

Monday 
19 September 2011

Salvation focus: Customs officials at all ports, airports and border posts

Being a customs official is possibly one of the most unpopular jobs! Please pray for them. Pray that they would be strict, yet gentle, in their handling of the passengers that pass through our gates. Pray that Christian officials would bless and pray for the passengers to have personal encounters with the Lord.

Tuesday 
20 September 2011

Focus on prayer watches in the Cape Peninsula

Pray by name for God’s favour to firmly establish these growing prayer watches: Eagle’s Rising in Gordon’s Bay (Annemie, tel.: 072 297 0750, e-mail: kingsgate@eaglesrising.org.za); The Prayer Room in Kraaifontein (Paula, tel.: 084 825 9046). Ask God for watchmen that will pray according to His will in wisdom and with discernment about the violence and strife in cities in South Africa. Ask that all forms of iniquity, trouble, destruction, oppression and deceit would be removed from our streets and from our homes (Ps.55:9-11). 

Focus on traditional healers

The month of September is marked by gatherings and meetings of traditional healers country-wide. Yet the most important day for their activities and rituals will be on Heritage Day (24 September 2011). Consider fasting and praying for spiritual breakthroughs for the gospel of Jesus Christ among these individuals, especially influential leaders. Ask the Lord to reveal Himself to them as El Shaddai (All-sufficient One), who does not accept idols (Isa.42:8).

Evangelism focus: The 4-14 Window

About 85% of people who came to Christ and who have continued in their faith, made a decision to follow Christ when they were between the ages of 4 and 14. Pray for many initiatives to be established over the next 5-10 years that will minister specifically to this age group. Ask the Lord of the harvest to send His labourers to minister His love to children. (Website: http://www.twrafrica.org/0336.asp). Pray for children’s ministry not to be overlooked or neglected.

Wednesday
 21 September 2011

Focus on prayer watches in the Cape Peninsula

Pray by name for God’s favour to firmly establish these growing prayer watches: Cape Town House of Prayer in the City Bowl (Jacqueline, tel.: 084 620 3353, e-mail: jacqueline.vankradenburg@capetown.gov.za) and Charismatic Renewal Ministries prayer room in Parow (Pastor Light Eze, tel.: 073 786 1410 or e-mail: lighteze@yahoo.com). Ask God to raise faithful watchmen who will continually cry out to Him on others’ behalf, and for Him to answer their prayers. Ask the Lord - as in the days of Samuel - to thunder with a loud crash upon His enemies in this land to confuse them, so that they would be overcome and subdued, and therefore tread no longer on the territory given to the church by God through Christ (1 Sam.7:9-13). 

Focus on Global Day of Student Prayer

This annual prayer gathering of students at the flagpole on their campuses, takes place on the third Wednesday of September each year. It began in Burleson, Texas in 1990 with a small group of students moved by God to travel to three different schools in their area and pray around the flagpoles for their friends, their schools, and their leaders. By 1991, three million students from all fifty states in the USA and more than twenty other countries were participating. (Website: www.syatp.com/). Give thanks to the Lord for young people openly testifying of Christ. Ask that many more will become involved in this initiative.

Focus on Equinox 2011

There are two equinoxes (‘equal night’ in Latin) every year, occurring around March 21st and September 21st. These times of the year are special to spiritualists and Satanists worldwide, who hold rituals in the hope of influencing the earth and its inhabitants according to their desires. Let us, therefore, be watchful and pray at this time that the heavens will declare the glory and righteousness of the Lord and the firmament show His handiwork. Pray for those involved in these activities to encounter the Living God as day unto day utters speech, and night unto night reveals knowledge (Ps.19:1-3). 

Thursday
 22 September 2011

Focus on prayer watches in the Cape Peninsula

Pray by name for God’s favour to firmly establish these growing prayer watches: Calvary Chapel (Esme, tel.: 082 427 6057, e-mail: esme@calvarysanctuary.org.za) and the Metropolitan Prayer Room in Bellville (José, tel.: 074 106 6737, e-mail: couto@metropolitan.co.za). Pray today for the young men in your area to be as plants grown up in their youth; and for daughters to be as pillars in the Lord; that there will be no breaking in or going out in your area; that there will be no outcry in any of your streets. Declare and proclaim: Happy are the people who are in such a state; happy are the people whose God is the Lord! (Ps.144:12-15). 

Revival focus: How should I pray? Pray with the love of the Spirit

By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another (John 13:35). (I pray) that they all may be one, that the world may believe that You sent Me (John 17:21). Now I beg you, through the love of the Spirit that you strive together with me in prayers to God for me (Rom.15:30). And above all things have fervent love for one another (1 Pet.4:8). Prayer and love are equally important. With fervent love, and in the love of the Holy Spirit, we ought to pray for all believers. (Adapted from Conversation with God by dr. Andrew Murray). 

Friday 

23 September 2011

Focus on the economy, business and labour

Lift up in prayer all those involved in strike actions and those causing labour unrest at this time. Pray for union leaders and members to have a revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ, receive the fear of God; to embrace righteousness and justice, and to live in an honourable way so as to set an example for the younger generation of upcoming leaders.

Focus on missions: OM Ships International

Prayer forms the foundation for everything the crew of OM Ships International are involved in. Unite with them in asking God to move in five key areas: (1) Pray for sufficient crew to serve on board the ships. In particular, ask God to provide enough qualified deck and engineering officers to bring the ships from port to port. (2) Pray for those who visit the ships, that they will be impacted by God’s love when they step on board. (3) Pray those doors will open for the crew to serve people in many different countries. Ask God to bless the crew with favour in the eyes of authorities. (4) Pray for God’s provision in the areas of finance. OM Ships International remains dependent on the generous giving of supporters. (5) Pray for good relations with the local church. Their support and partnership is vital to follow-up contacts crew make. (Website: http://www.omships.org). 
Remember to register for the Watchman’s School of Prayer from 3-7 October 2011 in Simon’s Town. Contact Lizette v Rooyen at 021 919 7988 from 09:00-13:00 on weekdays.
Saturday 
24 September 2011

Focus on discipleship: Precept Ministries SA

Praise God for the opportunity to now present the Afrikaans workshop ‘Hoe om ‘n Nuwe Testamentiese Brief te Bestudeer’ in Klerksdorp and Pretoria during September as well as the Afrikaans ‘Grondbeginsels van Voorskrif op Voorskrif’ workshop in Cape Town on the 29th of October. Pray for the Lord to anoint the presenters and ignite the hearts of those participating, that the Lord will give them understanding and help them to become established in His Word. (Precept Ministries S.A. P.O. Box 539, Howard Place, 7450. Tel./fax: 021 531 1836. Website: www.precept.org.za or e-mail: Marilizev@precept.org.za). 
Sunday 
25 September 2011

Revival focus: What must I pray for? Pray for the Spirit of Sanctification

God is holy and his children are a holy people. He says: “I am holy: I am the Lord that sanctifies you. “Jesus prayed: “Sanctify them by Your truth. “Paul prayed: “May God strengthen your hearts to be blameless and pure before our God and Father. May He sanctify you completely. “Pray that a Spirit of holiness would be in lordship over all believers. Pray especially for new believers. Lift up in prayer believers in your congregation and your community. Pray for anyone you have an interest in. Consider a person’s specific needs, weakness or sin and pray that the Lord will sanctify them. (Adapted from Conversation with God by dr. Andrew Murray). 

Identify and overcome negative thoughts

Negative thoughts can often occur and we don’t usually realise what a big influence they have on the people around us. Negative thoughts can be about God, ourselves, or about other people. There are many reasons for negative thoughts. Here are a few:

•
Negative thoughts often originate in our childhood. The influence of parents on their children determines to a large extent how the children will feel about God, other people, and themselves. Ask the Holy Spirit to show you the ways in which your parents’ actions, and what they said about God, has influenced how you think, now or previously. Forgive them for any negative influences. Consider what the circumstances were and how they had been taught. Ask the Holy Spirit to show you what God says and thinks about these issues.

•
The Church’s conduct and our experience of it – the minister/pastor, what was taught at Sunday School, and in sermons – all determine how we think about God, other people and ourselves. Ask the Holy Spirit to show you what influence the church, ministers, or sermons have had on your thoughts; and, where necessary, to show you the Biblical truth about each issue or to reveal to you how you were influenced. 

•
Teachers or school principals that were your role models, always have an influence on your life. Ask the Holy Spirit to show you which people/individuals in your past caused you to think negatively. Also, ask the Lord for the courage and willingness to forgive them, where necessary.

•
Situations, in which we were rejected and/or insulted, will influence how we think of others, God and ourselves. Ask the Holy Spirit to show you circumstances in your past, where you have been insulted or rejected. Ask Him also to show you that He accepts you, that He is your Father, and that you are safe with Him. 

•
If we didn’t experience acceptance nor received positive love, it will influence how we think about ourselves, others and God. Ask the Holy Spirit to show you circumstances in your past where you didn’t receive love, or where you were not acknowledged or accepted. Ask Him also to show you His unconditional love for you and acceptance of you.

•
Negative thoughts often arise because we cannot forgive ourselves for specific sins or failures. All of us experience failure, but it does not mean that we ourselves are failures. Ask the Holy Spirit to show you what God thinks of you, and understand that Jesus has empathy with your weaknesses. God does not judge you if there are things you struggle with, things you want Him to help you overcome. 

•
Traumatic experiences can cause negative thoughts about ourselves, others and God. Ask the Holy Spirit to show you that no situation is beyond the control of God, our Father - even if we do not understand it. He can set us free from all negative influences in our thoughts and actions caused by specific experiences. 

Not fully understanding Scripture regarding deliverance from sin and who we are in the Lord, often makes it impossible for us to be set free from our negative thoughts and to allow us to think correctly about ourselves. Even if we do understand how our past has influenced our thoughts, it is only when we have a deeply spiritual understanding of the way God sees us, and who we truly are in Him, that we can be set free. If we do not realise this fully we will only have partial victory over our negative thoughts. Those that remain will create in us a form of pride. Trying to rid ourselves of them in a humanistic way will only result in us ignoring the true extent of our brokenness and sinfulness.

Every Christian must know:

•
God is my Father.

•
Jesus loved me so much that He died for me.

•
When I confess my sin, I can be sure that God will deliver me from my sin and will cleanse me from its stain. And because He has delivered and cleansed me, I no longer stand under His judgement. 

•
I am acceptable to God, therefore I can accept myself. 

It is when we understand the cause of our negative thoughts and use the truth of God’s Word to fight our negative thoughts, that we will have victory over them. 

Monday 
26 September 2011

Salvation focus: Sea farers and captains

Large loads are usually transported by sea. Those employed on container ships spend weeks at a time at sea without seeing land or other people. Please lift them up in prayer that they will be saved and will live pure and holy lives. Ask for the witness of Christ to pierce even the hardest of hearts, as those on board have much time to contemplate the meaning of their lives. Ask for their hearts to be stirred to read the Bible whilst at sea.

Tuesday 
27 September 2011

Focus on prayer watches in the Cape Peninsula

Pray by name for God’s favour to firmly establish these growing prayer watches: The Upper Room in Elsies River (Gavin, tel.: 072 644 7788, e-mail: jerichogavin@yahoo.co.uk) and Global Prayer Watch in Stellenberg (Adelaide van de Linde, tel.: 082 474 7570, e-mail: adelaide1077@gmail.com). Ask for all Christians to have a deep desire to read, declare and proclaim the written Word of God over their neighbourhoods, towns and cities, so the knowledge of the glory of the Lord may once again fill the air and bring forth His righteousness and justice everywhere (Neh.9:3). 

Focus on the Church on the shores of Lake Tanganyika

In 2007, OM Lake Tanganyika started church plants in Zambia on the shores of Lake Tanganyika. Earlier this year the work expanded to Burundi. Please pray for a smooth administrative process and for recruitment of the personnel necessary for the establishment of the new base. Pray, also, for leaders to have wisdom in identifying new areas of ministry, as Burundi will become the new Head Office of OM Lake Tanganyika. Give thanks to the Lord for the Good News Life Boat, OM Lake Tanganyika’s mobile clinic boat. (OM Lake Tanganyika. Website: www.goodnews2ministries.org or e-mail: tanganyika.office@om.org).  

Wednesday 
28 September 2011

Focus on prayer watches in the Cape Peninsula

Pray by name for God’s favour to firmly establish these growing prayer watches: Helping Hands in Mitchell’s Plain (Melanie, tel.: 078 390 7037) and the upcoming prayer room in Pinelands (Bernadette, tel.: 082 423 8109). Pray for perseverance for watchmen everywhere, to be faithful in taking their watches, and for God to strengthen the work of night-and-day prayer, so the fire on the altar will never go out (Lev.6:12-13). Pray specifically that established prayer watches will continue to grow, both in night-and-day prayer and in the number of committed people willing to lead and take ownership of the watches.

Focus on the Sexpo in Johannesburg (29 Sept. - 2 Oct. 2011)

At the time of going to print, no detailed information was available with regard to country-wide 2011 Sexpo events. The Durban event has just passed (25-28 Aug), however please lift in prayer the upcoming events, praying specifically for people to be open to the voice of the Holy Spirit and not to be involved in immoral activities that could result in their contracting illnesses such as HIV/AIDS. Please gather together to pray on each of the upcoming days and consider fasting whilst praying for protection over your town/city at this time. Ask that many, despite such evil, will come to know the Lord Jesus Christ personally.

Thursday 
29 September 2011

Focus on prayer watches in the Cape Peninsula

Pray by name for God’s favour to firmly establish these growing prayer watches: Upcoming prayer room at the Cape Town Baptist in the City Bowl (Gideon, tel.: 071 180 8811) and Radio Tygerberg prayer room in Parow (Leana, tel.: 084 609 7011, e-mail: leana@104fm.org.za). Ask for patience and endurance for each Christian taking his or her place on the walls of their neighbourhood, town or city. Ask that God will teach us to wait on Him and to keep His way, until He exalts us to inherit the land; and that we not grow weary until the wicked are cut off and can no longer be found (Ps.37:34-37). 

Focus on the Jews: Rosh Hashanah

Rosh Hashanah means “beginning or head of the year”. The Bible refers to Rosh Hashanah as the Feast of Trumpets, and it begins the Ten Days of Awe that concludes with Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement). According to Jewish tradition, this day will be the Day of Judgment, when the Creator judges all the inhabitants of the earth. This is a wonderful time to seek the Lord, repent for wrongdoing, and consecrate ourselves to God, thanking and praising Him for His work in our lives. Pray for increasingly more Jews to seek God and to accept Jesus as the Messiah and their personal Saviour. (Christian Friends of Israel. Tel./fax: 012 361 1437. Website: http://www.cfijerusalem.org/ or e-mail: allwiese@lantic.net).  

Friday 

30 September 2011

Focus on the economy, business and labour

Lift up in prayer those currently involved in strikes, whether they are legal (protected) or illegal strikes. Pray especially for those who are forced to strike against their will. There are dark forces that take advantage of labour unrest so as to inflict pain on the innocent. Often it is the workers that suffer the most as a result of these strikes, as their loss of income is greater than the negotiated increase in their salaries. Please pray for God to raise many believers to pray faithfully and to fast for breakthroughs in sensitive situations until they occur. Take care, however, not to become emotionally involved in the issues at hand, but rather remain fixed with your eyes and heart on the Word of God to perform His will, alone.

Focus on Bible translation in Mexico

Several new language translations of The New Testament will be ready for publication during 2011 and 2012. For each of these translations, ask God to guide and protect the final stages of proof-checking, typesetting preparation, and publication. The New Testament translations include: Huarijío; Jalapa de Díaz Mazatec; Northern Tlaxiaco Mixtec; San Antonio Eloxochitlán Mazatec; San Jerónimo Tecóatl Mazatec and Zacatlán-Ahuacatlán-Tepetzintla Nahuatl. Pray that the Holy Spirit will increase spiritual hunger for His Word in each of these language groups, and that God’s Word will impact many lives for His glory! (Wycliffe Prayer Focus Bulletin. Website: www.wycliffe.net or e-mail: Personnel_Southafrica@wycliffe.org).  

Remember to register for the Watchman’s School of Prayer from 3-7 October 2011 in Simon’s Town. Contact Lizette v Rooyen at 021 919 7988 from 09:00-13:00 on weekdays.
