APRIL 2011
Friday 1 April 2011

Focus on evangelism: Bikers’ Church

This ministry truly reaches and touches those who seem highly unlikely to be touched by the gospel of Christ. Pray for Christian bikers as they attend and also present various rallies with the sole purpose of finding opportunities to minister Christ to unsaved bikers. Ask for their physical protection and that bikers will receive the gospel in spite of a possible negative state of mind. Pray that they also gain victory over addictions and preconceived ideas. Ask that new converts will realise the importance of their calling to reach out to bikers. 
(Bikers’ Church, P.O. Box 1755, Brackenfell, 7561. Tel.: 021 982 2303, fax: 021 982 0997 or e-mail: cmawp@mweb.co.za ).
Focus on young women: THE YW (YOUNG WOMEN)

Founded in Cape Town in 1886, THE YW is an interdenominational non-profit organisation, providing accommodation in a Christian atmosphere with the specific focus on nurturing young women. Many young women have come to know the Lord Jesus as their personal Lord and Saviour while staying at The YW houses. Please pray with us that God will impress on hearts that are seeking some way to serve Him more, to consider joining one of their Committees either in Pretoria, Pietermaritzburg, East London, Cape Town, Bloemfontein or Johannesburg. 
(Christian Residences For Young Women (THE YW). Tel.: 011 403 2423 or fax: 086 671 8247. 
Website: www.theyw.co.za or e-mail: theyw@iafrica.com ).

Saturday 2 April 2011

Focus on the Father. The Holy Spirit calls out in our hearts: Abba; that is Father

The Father sent His Spirit to call out in us: Abba; that is Father (Gal.4:6). One of the primary things the Holy Spirit does in our hearts is to bring us to the Father. He does not show God first and foremost as a Judge. He reveals the Father to us. When we see the Father, we see the heart of God and this brings us to Him. What an important role we have as earthly fathers and mothers to bring our children to the heavenly Father. We need to allow the Holy Spirit to reveal the Father to us more and more. We cannot do it ourselves. (Man of God, by Bennie Mostert). 

Father, may the Holy Spirit keep crying out in my heart and continue to reveal you to me more and more. I love you Father.
Focus on the nations: Luxembourg

Luxembourg is rooted in Catholic tradition and culture, but few people have ever heard the gospel in their own language. The Bible hasn’t been translated into Letzebuergesch - the language that people first learn to speak at home. Although everyone is fluent in French and German, reading the Bible in their own heart language would be amazing. Please pray for full-time workers to start and finish this task soon. Pray that God will raise up people with a heart for missions to these communities, so that the gospel can spread from this little nation to every corner of the world. (Website: http://www.24-7prayer.eu/ ).
Sunday 3 April 2011

Focus on personal revival

Search your life for any form of anger. Anger shows in many ways: rebellion, irritation, frustration, resistance, bitterness, unforgiving attitude, fits of anger and all sorts of aggressive behaviour. Aggression and anger can have many causes. Often the person was treated unfairly, unreasonably or was rejected. Many experience these things in their childhood, impacting the rest of their lives if not handled properly. Anger and aggression often hide deep feelings of disappointment. Ask the Holy Spirit to pinpoint all forms of anger in your life, also the origin. Forgive those who wronged you. Ask God to deliver you from the pain of your past and to heal your heart.
Monday 4 April 2011

Salvation focus: Pastors

Lift up in prayer all those young people studying to become pastors/ministers/reverends in a national congregation or abroad. Ask that they will remain focused on the simplicity of the gospel and not lose faith or heart during their studies or ministry because of confusing doctrines or disappointments in ministry. Pray for each pastor you know to have a fresh encounter with the Lord Jesus, and again receive confirmation of God’s calling in their lives.
Focus on trafficking: Nepali women

Every year an estimated 10,000 Nepalese girls between the ages 9-16 are trafficked across India’s open border and sold into prostitution. Some women are promised jobs in factories, hotels and restaurants, only to discover their work will be in the commercial sex trade. The younger the girl is, the more money the trafficker receives. The false promise of marriage has become another increasingly common method of ensnaring women into the sex industry. (Intercessors Network. Storskiftesgatan 87, S-58334 Linkoping, Sweden. E-mail: Intercessors.Network@Comhem.se  or Intercessors.Network@Bredband.net ). Give thanks to the Lord for the number of underage trafficked girls that have been rescued through brothel raids spearheaded by local NGOs. Pray for rehabilitation programmes for survivors that can help them with their transition back into their community.
Tuesday 5 April 2011

2011 Focus on national revival

Spiritual darkness and humanly impossible situations do not intimidate God at all. People are quick to say that things are worse than ever today. It might be true, but conditions in England before the Second Great Awakening in 1790-1810, and in the USA in 1857, were not all that different from today. When revival came, the situation changed within months and led to a complete turnaround in these countries. The only restricting factor is our unbelief. Still, God is bigger than our unbelief.
Focus on the nations: Romania

Since 1989 there has been a steady movement of church planting in Romania. On average, 5 new church buildings opened every week until 1999. Pray that these churches will become established and effective.

Ask for more resources to be released, so that more churches can be planted. The Romanian society is affected by high rates of violent crime, prostitution, alcoholism and drug abuse. Romania has one of the highest abortion rates in the world. Pray that people will find hope and freedom in surrendering their lives to the Lord Jesus Christ. Pray for Christians on all levels of society to find jobs and that their influence will help to bring change in the nation. (Website: http://www.24-7prayer.eu/#/romania/4542094920 ).
Wednesday 6 April 2011

Focus on the Father: When does a father start being a father?

A father can only become a father when he begins to understand the Father’s love for him. Brennen Manning makes an extremely important statement: It is more important to understand that you are loved than to love. This means: it is more important to understand that the Father loves me than the fact that I love Him. ‘Emotionally’ we normally think the other way round: we think we must first love the Father and then He will also love us. The Scriptures however, say clearly: God first loved us (1 John 4:19). Why did the Father make us? To love us. God created us to love us, to live in a relationship with Him, and not in the first place to work for Him. It is not possible to love God in our own strength. Our love for God is merely a response to His love for us. God’s unconditional love makes us feel worthy, accepted and gives us freedom as well as protection. (Man of God, by Bennie Mostert).

Father God, teach me to love like You do and to embrace Your love for me.
Focus on evangelism: Passion Play

Today Passion Play Ministries of Cape Town will again have their annual performance of He’s Alive at the Bellville Civic Centre. They are part of the international ministry that reaches 140,000 people each year on three different continents (Africa, Asia and USA). Ask for many individuals to be touched and changed, making Christ the centre and Ruler of their lives. Pray for the team to experience God’s presence in their play like never before. (Bronwyne Scott, Cell.: 084 769 7350 or 082 976 7395. 
Website: http://tburgett.webfactional.com/cities/capetown.htm  or e-mail: bronwyne@econo-heat.com ).
Thursday 7 April 2011

2011 Focus on national revival

Pray for the church to clearly discern between fake revivals and awakenings. Pray for leaders with the wisdom, discernment and spiritual insight to lead and help people discern when things happen that are not from God. There is much counterfeiting today, often accompanied by lots of emotion, but little radical long-term change in people’s lives. Pray for leaders that will lead under the guidance of the Seven-fold Spirit of God (Isa.11:2). Ask that church members will not follow every ‘new’ fad, but rather desperately cry out to God for His intervention.
Focus on the nations: Majorca

Spain, including Majorca, is still in recession. Unemployment is a huge problem and the poor are getting poorer. There are people begging outside every supermarket. A huge corruption scandal was uncovered within the government. Pray for continued uncovering of corruption and injustice. Ask for a complete stop to prostitution that has shown a 30% rise since the recession started. Pray for believers to demonstrate Christ through their testimonies, miracles, and practical demonstrations of the love of Jesus in everyday life. Pray for breakthroughs among the younger generation that has had enough of religion but is desperate for a real divine encounter with God!
(Website: http://www.24-prayer.eu/#/majorca/4541928722 ).
Friday 8 April 2011

Precept Ministries (S.A.)

Precept Ministries (S.A.) has one goal and that is to establish people in God’s Word. It is their desire to reach everybody, everywhere, any time, any place, any language and any age. Pray that God will continue to provide for them as they go out to train pastors and leaders across the African continent with inductive Bible study skills helping to resource and equip the church locally and abroad. 
(Precept Ministries (S.A.). P.O. Box 539, Howard Place, 7450. Tel./fax: 021 531 1836. 

Website: www.precept.org.za ).
Focus on New Age: During this month we focus in prayer on those who follow the New Age movement. We state their basic beliefs and how they differ from what we Christians believe. It is of course impossible to cover all the details of this vast topic. (Facts used in these articles were taken from various resources on the Internet. Also visit: www.rose-publishing.com ).
Saturday 9 April 2011

Focus on the Father: Pass on the torch of faith

We must teach our children about the life there is in Christ, instruct them in the teachings of the apostles and the privilege and responsibility of the ministry of reconciliation that God gave all of us (2 Cor.5:19-20). We must teach our children that there is a heaven and hell, that the Bible is the Word of God (trustworthy, unfailing and inspired by the Spirit of God). We must teach them that we need to be born again, and the importance of repentance; that forgiveness of sin comes only through the cross and the blood of Jesus Christ; that not everybody is saved, but only those who accept Him as Saviour (John 1:12); that there is no forgiveness of sin without repentance and that there is no gospel without the cross and blood of Jesus. (Man of God, by Bennie Mostert).

Father, quicken my spirit to teach my children Your ways, Your teachings, Your works, Your love

and the splendour of Your character (Deut.11:19).
Focus on the nations: Bosnia

Bosnia and Herzegovina make up a triangular-shaped republic on the Balkan Peninsula. Ask for workers to this harvest as only a very small percentage of the population has ever been clearly presented with the gospel and the need for personal repentance and faith. Pray for breakthroughs among the Bosniak Muslims. From only a handful a few years ago, the number of believers in Jesus has grown to 300-400, but most are unreached. Pray for the Serbs. Over 500,000 became refugees, but they received minimum aid and are bitter against the world that did not help them. Pray for their eyes to be opened to the message of peace in Jesus. By 2000 there were 30,000 students in Sarajevo. Pray for lasting fruit for those working among them. (Website: http://www.24-7prayer.eu/ ).
Sunday 10 April 2011

Focus on personal revival

Spend quiet time with God, meditating on “contentment”, or “discontentment”. Are you content with what God gives you, or do you long for more and still even more? Discontentment is one of the Christian’s deadliest enemies, and this goes for all people. Paul says in 1 Tim.6:8 to be content is profitable. Being content means you are free from the pressure of advertisements to buy things to give meaning to your life. Godly contentment says: When I have Jesus Christ as my Saviour, food to eat and clothes to wear, it is enough. Anything more is welcome, but not important; it is also not important to obtain it at all costs. However, our relationship with God is different. In this relationship there is always a deeper search after God, a holy discontentment to experience more of Him, more of God’s power, to know more of His character and to see more of the ‘greater works’ Jesus promised to those who believe. This holy discontentment must never end up in contentment.
Monday 11 April 2011

Salvation focus: Christian bookshop personnel

Often people in desperate need or trouble walk into a Christian bookshop in the hope of finding some answers to their questions or problems in a book or magazine they see. Please pray for Christian bookshop personnel not only to serve them as part of their job, but to have true compassion, listen to God’s voice, and minister Christ to their customers, the Hope of their calling.
Focus on New Age:

What New Agers believe about salvation and death

New Agers believe that in order to receive salvation, you need to be delivered from, or overcome bad ‘karma’ with good ‘karma’. They have no concept of sin. To overcome bad karma you can tap into supernatural powers through meditation, self-awareness, and ‘spirit guides’. They use terms such as ‘reborn’ for this new self-awareness. Consecutive human reincarnations occur until a person reaches oneness with God. For them there is no such thing as eternal life or a resurrected person and no literal heaven or hell. They strive for world unity and peace and strongly emphasise holistic health.
Christians believe that we receive salvation by faith alone. Salvation is by God’s grace, not by an individual’s good works, meditation and following the guidance of spirit guides. As Christians we believe that Jesus died for our sins, and if we repent of our sins, accept Jesus Christ as the One who saves and reconciles us with the Father, God gives us the free gift of salvation and eternal love (Rom.6:22). After death all people await the final Judgment. All people, saved and unsaved, will live eternally (Daniel 12:2). Those who are saved will live with Jesus in Heaven (John 6:40) and the unsaved will suffer eternal separation from God in Hell (John 3:36). Christians take the gospel, the good news of salvation in Christ Jesus to the unreached through evangelism and missionary efforts, but also take care of the needs of the poor, widows, orphans etc. They are involved in society on all levels to bring righteousness, integrity, hope and reconciliation wherever they work.

Prayer: Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, please reveal Your Son as the Way, the Truth and the Life (John 3:16) to every person involved in New Age practices. Stir up their hearts to seek Your face, read the Word and come to the revelation of Your everlasting life.
Tuesday 12 April 2011

2011 Focus on national revival

All spiritual and social work must be done in the power of God. Christians running soup kitchens, caring for orphans, involved in any kind of upliftment project, or with the poor and needy, must call upon God to

work powerfully in these communities and bring breakthroughs. The focus is not giving more people food, but in trusting God for His intervention, for more job opportunities and that people will become less dependent on relief work! Without prayer and the powerful working of the Holy Spirit, this work is no different from that of ordinary charity organisations.
Focus on the nations: Latvia

The spiritual urgency of the early 1990s has largely lapsed into general spiritual apathy. Although religious freedom exists, only about 2% of the population regularly attends church. Continue to pray for healthy growth in the churches and harmony between believers of different ethnicities. Praise God for the new Latvian translation of the Bible that has been sponsored by the King of Sweden and also for Christian books that are now being translated into Latvian and those that are being written by Latvian Christian authors. Pray that literature ministry may be fruitful in every segment of the population. (Website: http://www.24-7prayer.eu/ ).

Wednesday 13 April 2011
The New Age movement was forcibly brought to the attention of South Africans when two aluminium peace poles were planted in Cape Town (11 November 1989 on Armistice Day) and on Table

Mountain (12 November 1989 on Remembrance Day) by the “Movement for Peace through Prayer” (an organisation which originated in Japan after World Wall II). At this occasion Mayor Gordon Oliver emphasised, “There are many paths to the same source; my role as mayor is one of bridge-building with love. I am a Christian but not an orthodox one, I feel at home in any form of religion.” Find out about New Age activities in your area. Consider going out and praying in these areas, being mindful specifically to ask the Lord for the souls of the people to come to know our Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour and King of their lives.

Prayer: Please pray for so many Christians that confuse following Christ as King and Ruler with

their own views of what seems to be good and true, and relying on their own understanding to

discern what is right or wrong.
Thursday 14 April 2011

2011 Focus on national revival

There are still millions of people who have never heard the gospel. It is and remains the task of the church to take the gospel to these people. There is a great need of fulltime spiritual workers with different skills to work in closed countries and unreached people groups. Pray for workers. Ask the Lord of the harvest to send out workers (Matt.9:38-39).

Focus on the nations: Slovakia

Slovakia needs a sense of direction after the years of foreign rule, Communist economics and the ‘velvet

divorce’ from the Czech Republic. Pray that, as the economy picks up, materialism and deteriorating moral standards may not destroy the present search for meaning and reality evident in many. Slovakia has a strong Christian heritage, but the Catholic and mainline Protestant churches (Lutheran and Reformed) are more traditional and the majority of congregations are declining in numbers and attendance. Cry out for revival in the church, a fresh understanding of a lifestyle of holiness and a hunger and thirst after the Word of God. (Website: http://www.24-7prayer.eu/ ).

Friday 15 April 2011

Focus on prayer mobilisation: Jericho Walls International Prayer Network

Please pray today for the different projects of Jericho Walls International Prayer Network across the country today. Pray that more individuals and groups will join, start praying together, subscribe to the printed booklet and the weekly Global Prayer Alert to keep up to date with regular prayer related news and events. Pray that God will raise up more prayer coordinators countrywide to encourage others in their cities/towns to become involved in prayer. (Jericho Walls International Prayer Network. Private bag X22, Lynnwood Ridge, 0040. Tel.: 012 365 3213, fax: 086 594 0565. Website: www.jwipn.com  or e-mail: info@jwipn.com ).

The New Age Movement in South Africa

The New Age movement was forcibly brought to the attention of South Africans when two aluminium peace poles were planted in Cape Town (11 November 1989 on Armistice Day) and on Table

Mountain (12 November 1989 on Remembrance Day) by the “Movement for Peace through Prayer” (an organisation which originated in Japan after World Wall II). At this occasion Mayor Gordon Oliver emphasised, “There are many paths to the same source; my role as mayor is one of bridge-building with love. I am a Christian but not an orthodox one, I feel at home in any form of religion.” Find out about New Age activities in your area. Consider going out and praying in these areas, being mindful specifically to ask the Lord for the souls of the people to come to know our Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour and King of their lives.

Prayer: Please pray for so many Christians that confuse following Christ as King and Ruler with

their own views of what seems to be good and true, and relying on their own understanding to

discern what is right or wrong.
Saturday 16 April 2011

Focus on the Father: Fathers with the heart of the Father believe in their children

Fathers with a father’s heart understand and acknowledge that every child received talents and gifts from God. Fathers recognize and acknowledge these gifts and talents in every child and teach each child to develop and use those gifts and talents to the advantage of others. Fathers treat each child as a unique individual and do not favour one above the other. Our value as a person is confirmed when our father acknowledges, confirms and honours our value as a child. Fathers do not compare children or show favouritism towards any child. Fathers understand that every child has his own needs, different gifts and weaknesses, that every child must be treated with the greatest respect. (Man of God, by Bennie Mostert).

Father God, open my eyes to look at, love and respect my children the same way You do.
Focus on the nations: Monaco

Most of the population are expatriates, coming here for tax breaks and freedoms. Pray through Luke 12:15 for them. Ask that the three churches who serve these communities will be able to impact the lives of all those living and working in Monaco, with the gospel of Christ. Ask the Lord to pour out His Spirit and visit this small nation with revival. Also pray specifically for those in the royal house. 
(Websites: http://www.24-7prayer.eu/  and www.transform.om.org ). Today’s church wants to be raptured from responsibility. - Leonard Ravenhill
Sunday 17 April 2011

Focus on personal revival

Seek God. Research shows that the question people ask most often is, “What is God’s will for my life?” People seek the will of God, but not necessarily God Himself. There is a big difference. The question is: do you seek God Himself, or just His will so that you don’t do something wrong? To ask for His will does not necessarily implicate a relationship and will not change your life. It never satisfies. To know God satisfies. When I know God, it is not difficult to know and understand His will. If I have to wait to know His will, there is no fear, for I know the One to whom I surrendered my life.
Monday 18 April 2011

Salvation focus: School teachers and lecturers at tertiary institutions

Pupils and students are influenced every day by what they are taught. What they learn as they study for their future careers has an effect on the way they think and form perceptions and opinions. Please pray for each and every teacher and lecturer to have a personal encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ; to come to know Him personally and by heart intimately. Pray that they will not influence the students with secular and humanistic world views, but that they will have a positive influence on the students. Pray for Christian teachers and lecturers for boldness to speak about their Christian values and that they will always carry the message of integrity, hope, purity, love and faith in Christ Jesus. Ask for them to give godly counsel to those who come to them for advice.
Focus on breakthrough: Off-the-charts church growth in Algeria

There are at least 100,000 believers in Algeria today and the number is growing daily. The vast majority are in the Kabyle areas. At least 3,500 new believers get baptised every year. The number of churches, house churches and groups are impossible to count. The believers have a great desire to share their faith in the towns and villages where they live. The Kabyles are very open to the gospel. Only 30-50% still fast during Ramadan and this number is decreasing. Give thanks to the Lord for these breakthroughs. Ask for more leaders to be raised up in pastoral care and to disciple these new believers. Pray for marriages and other relationships, which suffer without Christ, to be restored. Pray for the safety of these believers and that they will be able to meet without any intimidation. 
(Operation Mobilization USA. Website: www.OMusa.org  or e-mail: info@usa.om.org ).
Tuesday 19 April 2011

2011 Focus on national revival

There are many backslidden Christians who have spiritually become lukewarm, but still go to church. Their lives do not differ much from that of non-Christians. Pray for these Christians to become discontented with their lukewarm lives. Ask that they will develop a deep spiritual hunger for God and His power, victory over sin and spiritual freedom.

Focus on Israel: Celebrating the traditional Passover

Jewish people commemorate the traditional Passover feast today. During this time they contemplate their deliverance from Egypt. They still celebrate the Passover, the feast of unleavened bread and the feast of the First Fruits. Let us pray today that Jewish people will come to the understanding of what Jesus Christ did at Calvary and of His resurrection as the first fruit from the dead. Ask that their hearts will be open and receptive to the gospel message across the world. (Christian Friends of Israel. Tel.: 012 361 1437. Website: http://www.cfijerusalem.org/  or email: allwiese@lantic.net ). Also ask that all people of other nationalities in Israel will come to know Jesus in this way.
Wednesday 20 April 2011

Focus on the Father: Fathers with the heart of the Father are fathers who are priests

How rich children are who have fathers that pray for them, but how vulnerable the children who don’t have such fathers. God appointed fathers as priests in their homes. One of the primary responsibilities of fathers is to be priests. Our children need fathers who will regularly stand before God’s throne for them. Fathers need to plead for their children and pray for them about all the aspects of their lives, until they have grown into spiritually and emotionally mature men and women. Fathers never stop praying for their children. To bless our children might be a strange thought to some of us but it is Biblical. Isaac blessed

Jacob and what effect that blessing had on the life of Jacob and that of his descendants! Jacob blessed his children and it brought God’s favour on their lives (Genesis 49). (Man of God, by Bennie Mostert).

Father God, teach me to encourage rather than criticise, love rather than scold, embrace rather

than reject and bless rather than discourage. Give me a heart after Your own heart for my children.
Focus on Israel: Festival of unleavened bread

Jewish people will celebrate the festival of unleavened bread from 20-25 April according to Lev.23:6 and Lev.23:10-14. Jesus is the Bread of life, without sin (leaven), the Firstborn from the dead and in Him these festivals were fulfilled. Pray that Jewish people will not harden their hearts but be open and receptive to the message of Jesus Christ. (Christian Friends of Israel. Tel./fax: 012 361 1437. Website: http://www.cfijerusalem.org/  or e-mail: allwiese@lantic.net ).
Thursday 21 April 2011
2011 Focus on national revival

Many Christians feel intimidated by the spiritual resistance to Christianity, the spiritual darkness around them and also the powerful hold of sin on their lives. In 2 Kings.6:17, 20 God opens the eyes of Elisha’s

slave to see the host of angels. Pray that God will open the spiritual eyes of Christians to clearly see that the power of God, which is available to us, can break all resistance. Pray that Christians will understand that everything (and everyone) born of God can overcome the world because of our faith in Him 
(1 John 5:4).

Focus on the nations: France

France has a long history of persecuting religious minorities, and religion is still regarded with suspicion. Recent laws have been introduced that limit the activities of religious ‘sects’. Many smaller Bible-believing churches are in danger of being labelled as ‘cults’ or ‘sects’ under these laws. About 80% of the population have never even seen or held a Bible! France is at a spiritual crossroad; 20% of the population is ‘non-religious’, church attendance is plummeting and Christianity is seen as irrelevant and outdated in this secularised society. Pray for a dramatic spiritual change over France, especially with the influx of Muslims from North Africa that might lead to this nation becoming a Muslim state in the next 50 years. Cry out to God to visit France in His grace and mercy. (Website: http://operationworld.24-7prayer.com/ ).
Friday 22 April 2011

The New Age Movement in South Africa (cont. from 15 April)

The emphasis on alternative healing is one of the outstanding features of the New Age movement in South Africa. This also has a special place in the African Independent / Indigenous churches. New Age healing methods: Shin Sen Do (Taoist energy practice) is one example of alternative healing practised in Johannesburg. The Holistic Health Centre in Constantia, Cape Town, sponsors some courses. The Festival of Mind, Body and Spirit was presented in Durban on 27-28 Jan 1991 and included exhibitions and lectures on reflexology etc. One of the active centres in Johannesburg, the Font, which was established on 29 May 1990, is one of the mushrooming centres for learning more about New Age. There are also Insight Training Centres in various cities in the country e.g. the Yoga-Kabbalah Meditation Society.

Prayer: Please lift up in prayer each and every individual partially or completely involved in any form of New Age practices in our country. Cry out to the Lord for their lives and souls to come to the complete and simple revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ as their King and Saviour. Consider focusing on prayer for those entangled in the snares of New Age practices, declaring Scripture from the New Testament over their lives and asking for many to be saved.
Saturday 23 April 2011

Focus on the Father: Fathers with the heart of the Father are fathers who forgive

Fathers must know how to forgive. Fathers must learn not to be too quick to condemn what their children might be doing; they must not allow bitterness or anger in their hearts. Fathers must forgive even before children apologise or ask forgiveness. God is a Father who forgives and He is an example to us earthly fathers. The deepest essence of a father’s love is forgiveness. Without a father’s forgiveness a child cannot live. Children make mistakes and need fathers who can forgive them, just as God also forgives the fathers for their mistakes. Fathers must forgive regardless of what the children have done, irrespective of any disgrace, shame or pain they brought on them. Children need forgiveness. The father who forgives, becomes the father who embraces, the father who welcomes his child back, who does not hang the past around his child’s neck like a chain to remind him of the past all the time. Forgiveness sets our children free to live in the freedom that God intended for them. (Man of God, by Bennie Mostert).

Father God, teach me to embrace, forgive and accept, and how to be a safe haven for my children, even when they do wrong.
Focus on the nations: Poland

Poland is one of Europe’s oldest nations. Young people and students are sceptical of traditional religion, but are surprisingly open to the gospel. Please pray that many will come to know Him personally and surrender their lives to Him. Pray that in the Catholic Church, Jesus Christ will become the central focus of worship and thanksgiving and that many will enter into a personal relationship with their Saviour. (Website: http://operationworld.24-7prayer.com/ ).
Sunday 24 April 2011

Easter Sunday

The gospel rests on two pillars: Jesus’ death on the cross and Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. The cross gives us deliverance from sin; the resurrection gives us power to live as Christians. Many Christians remain at the cross and do not move on to the resurrection power of Jesus that works in us through the Holy Spirit. We can understand this power only through the revelation of the Holy Spirit. In Phil.3:10 Paul mentions about 5 things he desires, one of them being to know the resurrection power of Jesus. Ask the Holy Spirit for this revelation of the resurrection power of Jesus Christ.
Focus on Internet Evangelism Day (IE Day)

The focus of IE Day is to communicate the outreach potential of the Internet to the worldwide church by explaining the strategies needed to use the web for evangelism, along with showcase examples, and to demonstrate the many ways people can become involved. 
(Website: http://missionmanual.org/w/index.php?title=Internet_Evangelism_Day ). Pray that individuals coming to the Lord via the Internet will soon be able to link up and meet with other believers in their vicinity and that they will grow and become strong and established in the knowledge of the Word of God.
Monday 25 April 2011

Salvation focus: Professors and lecturers in academic institutions

Lift up in prayer those professors and lecturers in academic institutions who are not in Christ; that through their studies profession/lecturing, God will reveal Himself to them in a very unique way. Pray for their hearts and minds to be open to the gospel when it comes to them in this way. Ask for those who believe in Christ, to be wise, and able to share the gospel with excellence to those who do not yet believe.
Focus on “World Malaria Day”

About 3.3 billion (50% of the world population) are at risk of contracting malaria. Each year, 300-500 million people contract malaria and over 1 million die from it. Children are the most vulnerable: 1 in 5 childhood deaths is due to malaria. Malaria is transmitted from person to person through the female Anopheles mosquito, which requires blood to nurture her eggs. 
(Website: http://www.imcworldwide.org/Page.aspx?pid=498 ). Continue to cry out to the Lord to reveal an

inexpensive and effective cure and/or antidote for malaria, even as soon as this year. Pray that each individual who contracts malaria will have the opportunity to come to know the Lord Jesus Christ in a special way.

Tuesday 26 April 2011

2011 Focus on national revival

There is a lot of preaching about God’s love, grace, goodness and loving kindness. That is good. The problem is that little is said about God’s judgment and punishment of sin. This leads to little emphasis on confession of sins. When we don’t confess our sins, there is a spiritual wall between God and us (Isa.59:1-2). When people are no longer reminded that God is a holy God and intolerant towards sin, His death on the cross is misunderstood and then Jesus died in vain. His love is the opposite of sin, therefore He died to break the power of sin. Subconsciously both Christian and non-Christian know something is wrong when only certain aspects of the gospel are preached. Pray for spiritual leaders to preach both sides of the gospel and not only that which people like to hear. Without understanding God’s punishment of sin, God’s love loses power.
Focus on the nations: Serbia & Montenegro (former Yugoslavia)

The future of the whole Balkan area remains a dangerous flashpoint – the future of Montenegro, Bosnia, Kosovo and Macedonia hangs in the balance. Pray for wisdom for all involved in finding a peaceful solution for Yugoslavia. Also pray for genuine forgiveness between ethnic groups that have been at war for so long. Religious hatred often goes hand in hand with all the ethnic divisions differences. Pray that Christians would demonstrate love, forgiveness and friendships to all people. About 10,000 Albanians were killed during the Kosovan war that turned 80% of the population into refugees. During this difficult

time many Muslim Albanians were cared for by Christian agencies and became Christians. Pray for their spiritual growth and to also reach out to others with the gospel that set them free.

(Website: http://operationworld.24-7prayer.com/country.php?country_id=158 ).
Wednesday 27 April 2011

Focus on the Father: Teach your children the value of marriage

Fathers must teach their children the value of marriage. Marriage is holy before God and must be preserved at all costs. A marriage is a union between one man and one woman, “till death do us part”. It is a covenant before God. There is literally no room for a third person in a marriage. Teach your children this. A father teaches his children that Mom and Dad are different from each other, that sometimes there may be conflict, but that love covers a multitude of sins and that saying you’re sorry and forgiving is an absolute necessity. For children to believe this, we as fathers must practice it. As fathers we demonstrate our fatherhood to a great extent through our relationship with our wives and our behaviour toward them. It is in the way we treat our marriage partners that our children see they can trust us and follow us. A husband who can say “I’m sorry” to his wife, teaches his children to say “I’m sorry”. A husband who can forgive his wife automatically, teaches his children to forgive too. A husband who cherishes his wife and cares for her and treats her well, teaches his children to do the same. A husband who is patient with his wife teaches his children what patience is. (Man of God, by Bennie Mostert).

Father God, teach me to love my wife, the mother of my children, in such a way that it will reveal

more of You to my children.
Focus on Japan

Japan is in the top 5 most difficult nations to evangelise. The church in general does not have a specific focus to pray for Japan. Ask that this will change drastically. Pray for specific breakthroughs concerning some weaknesses in the churches, for example, the need to meet a lack of Biblical teaching. Christians are a tiny minority in a society where consensus is important. Too few families come to faith, and individuals normally feel exposed when they get converted. Pray for God to specifically turn the hearts of people back to Him. The drive for success and desire to satisfy the demands of employers make it hard for people to openly identify with and become active in a church. Women are in the great majority in most congregations. (Theo Badenhorst. Tel.: 021 591 1393 / 072 924 8424. 73 Nassau Street, Tygerdal. Goodwood, Cape Town. E-mail: theomarlene@gmail.com ).
Thursday 28 April 2011

2011 Focus on national revival

Too little is preached about the cross today, dying to self, and also that a Christian’s life should be different, that we have to give up things and say no to certain things. In many congregations, on radio and television a ‘soft’ gospel is preached where we are only told what we can get when we become Christians. Nothing is said of those things we have to die to or give up. Pray for the preaching of a radical gospel where preachers will preach the demands of the gospel.
Focus on the nations: Ukraine

Since Ukraine gained independence, the number of evangelical churches has doubled – despite difficult conditions. Many Ukrainian mission agencies have begun to work both at home and in other former Soviet Union states. Please pray for godly revelation for a solution to scientists, since radiation pollution due to the Chernobyl disaster still affects the country. Many people have weaker immune systems and are more at risk from disease. Praise the Lord that although millions of Christians were killed under Communism, the church has survived and is stronger than before. Pray that there would be greater freedom for people to hear about Jesus. 
(Website: http://operationworld.24-7prayer.com/country.php?country_id=155 ).
Friday 29 April 2011

Focus on deliverance

Many Zulu families still depend on communicating with the spirits of the ancestors to help them in times of trouble, or to guide them for the future. They are convinced that witch doctors (Abathakathi) work in secret and that they, proclaim curses over people. Let us pray that individuals will come to know God as their Heavenly Father who lives forever and the Lord Jesus who gave them everlasting life. Ask that

their eyes be opened as to the true voice of God and Father. (Marlene Cathey, tel.: 035 562 0500 or e-mail: sukkotcoffee@gmail.com ).
Focus on the Macedonia Project

Praise God for more South Africans beginning to join in short-term prayer outreaches to closed countries. Please pray for them for opportunities to make more people aware of outreaches to countries specifically in the 10/40 Window, as well as North Africa, Jordan and Israel. Ask for a clear strategy to continue to mobilise people (Matt.28:19-20), for a greater obedience among people to ‘go’ (Isa.6:8, Heb.11) and for multiplication and much fruit on the work. (Macedonia Project. Tel.: 012 997 3195. Website: http://www.macedonian.org.za/ or e-mail: macsa@mweb.co.za ).
Saturday 30 April 2011

Focus on the Father: How do we get the heart of a father?

Nobody receives the heart of a father simply by reading books or attending lectures on the subject. We can receive a father’s heart only from the Father Himself. It is important to admit that we don’t have the heart of a father like we should have; not to the extent that God wants it to be. If we don’t admit to this, we cannot be helped. We must first get to know and understand God our Father. We must study His character and works from the Bible. We must ask the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of God who calls out in our hearts “Abba Father”, to reveal the heart of the Father in our hearts. Ask God the Father, in deep humbleness and desperation, to give you the heart of a father. He desires to give it to you. Ask Him for it. It is something that does not come overnight. We need to grow in this. (Man of God, by Bennie Mostert).

Father, give me the heart of a father; I desperately need it.
Focus on the nations: Iceland

Iceland is a secular society, drifting away from God. Most people are involved in New Age ideas of the occult, and suicide rates and substance abuse are on the increase. Pray that people will really know how much they need God and turn to Him. Although many people would call themselves Christians – it doesn’t really mean anything to them. Pray for a fresh outpouring of God’s Spirit upon the church in Iceland. (Website: http://operationworld.24-7prayer.com/country.php?country_id=130 ).

